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eitoriat, 


THE LIGHT OF THE WORLD. 


O blessed Christ, once more in wildest weather, 
While winter reigns and earth is clothed 
with snow, 
And hapless creatures crowd for warmth to- 
gether, : 
We, light and comfort from Thy presence 
know. 


Once more the glow of Thy fair manhoed 
beaming, 
Rests like the sun on golden fields of corn, 
And we, like tropic flowers in love lie dream- 
ing 
Beneath the light in” Thy dear presence 
born! : | 
WILLIAM BRUNTON, 


THE Christian Union says: “All 
things considered Robert Browning 
was the greatest master of spiritual 
things among our English speaking 
poets.” Of certain poems named it 
says: “They are not only the evident 
work of genius, they are the authentic 
utterances of spiritual prophecy.” 


Tue hurrying years do not go so fast 
but that there is room and time in the 
heart of Unity for the congratulations 
and good wishes that belong to this 
season to all its friends and readers. 
We wish you all a merry Christmas ! 
and a happy New Year! In the 
Spirit of “tiny Tim” we exclaim, 

“Gop Biess us Every ONE.” 


One of our exchanges lately spoke 
ofa great New York citizen as “the 
most adored saint of the church of 
Things as They Are.” We know not 
with what justice this particular indi- 
vidual is pointed out as a disciple in 
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this church, but that the title “ Church 
of Things as They Are” covers the 
aspirations of many people apparently 
devoted tothe service of religion, 1s 
something history has been busily 
proving ever since the associative life 
or man began. 


Tue year that closes with paeons 
over the high living and noble utter- 
ances.of such men as Oliver Johnson 
and Robert Browning offers worthy 
prelude to a new year that will demand 
of those who are left high consecration 
and excellent living. 


Tue Roman Catholic is often called 
the “ Mother Church;” but not always 
in the sense of its being either the 
mother of saints or the mother of the 
brood of Protestant sects. It is the 
‘“ Mother Church” in the sense of 
cheristing Mary-worship, of being the 
church of the “ Mother of God.” 


TEN lectures on Shakespeare are an- 
nounced by the Kindergarten Club, of 
Chicago, at the Lecture Hall of the 
Art Institute, beginning Dec. 26, and 
continuing morning and evening until 
Dec. 31. Among the lecturers we note 
the names of Mrs. Celia P. Woolley, 
Rev. F. W. Gunsaulus and Rev. Geo. 
C. Lorimer, of Chicago. For fuller 
information address D. J. Snider, Direc- 
tor of the School, 606 West Adams St. 


THE old conceptions of the creed are 
being left behind, not because the age 
is wayward, but because the age is 
thoughtful, not because the mind is per- 
verse but because it is persistent, not 
because it is wicked, but because it is 
becoming intelligent. It is turning 
away from orthodox Christianity in 
hopes of finding a Christ. That is not 
destructive of what is reasonable, helpful 
and inspiring in recent discoveries, 
growing science, and universal sym- 
pathies. 


WE sympathize with Zhe Literary 
World when speaking. of a recently 
published poem entitled, “ The New 
Pandora,” in which the myth of Pan- 
dora and the box is made the motive for 
a rhymed discussion on woman’s rights. 
It says: 

“ Artistically speaking, no worse indignity 
can be offered to the beautiful classic legends 
than to twist them into polemic reference to 
modern life. It is fortunate for the Venus 
of Milo that she has no arms; for there are 


persons capable, in that case, of assigning her 
the office of holding a kerosene lamp.” 


As wE have intimated before, Uni- 
tarians will hereafter have much less to 
do in showing up the atrocities of Cal- 
vinism. They seem to have come 
home to the consciences of the defend- 
ers. of the system. Among Presby- 
terians “ Revision” is the word of the 
hour. To the suggestion in some quar- 
ters that men shall still be expected to 
subscribe to the Westminster Confess- 
ion, but shall be permitted to give their 
own interpretation to it, Zhe Jnterior 
replies that this is but a form of aboli- 
tion of its authority. Itis the reduction 
of faith to a minimum. “To defeat 
the proposed revision would therefore 
be a movement toward the broadest 
of broad-churchism. Now, if there is 
anything which a tfue Presbyterian in- 
stinctively dislikes, it is broad-church- 
ism or liberty of interpretation. 
words without a definite meaning are 
no standard—possess no authority. The 
Ohio politician was in favor of the pro- 
hibitory liquor law, but opposed to its 
enforcement. This is as far as possible 
from the genuine Calvinistic principle. 
Hence to avoid falling into the abyss of 


broad-churchism, revision is necessary. 


Mere 


Indeed Tur INTERIOR has grown con- 
fident since the votes in New York and 
Cincinnati, It speaks right out; and it 
says: “ Revision is an accomplished 
fact. We may refuse to engross it, but 
we cannot reverse it.” 


Ir one would save his orthodoxy he 
must keep away from the Public Li- 
brary, keep his eyes away from those 
fascinating but dangerous books about 
Egypt. He must not ask Jowett, the 
great Oxford scholar, anything about 
Plato; he must not let Max Miiller or 
tdwin Arnold translate to him any of 
the hymns of Indias or show to him 
the shining face of the “Light of 
Asia.” If one wants to believe in the 
Devil and Hell he must shut his eyes to 
the beautiful story of evolution that 
tells of the unending drama of an ever 
unfolding and an ever unfinished uni- 
verse, 


WE clip the following from one of 
our exchanges: “ The historic West 
Church, overlooking Cambridge street, 
Boston, is a brick building with a 
wooden belfry. It is a feeble expres- 
sion of the cold and torpid architecture 
of the Italian rennaisance, but the open 
space before it gives it an air of dignity 
and reserve. The unpainted pews of 
pine date back to early in the present 
century. The gallery is supported by 
tall, white Corinthian columns, and the 
pulpit, a massive affair of solid mahog- 
any, well carved, is perched high above 
the heads of the people. One of the 
pastors was the father of James Rus- 
sell Lowell, who says: ‘In my early 
years I thought that pulpit to be the 
highest effort of human skill and archi- 
tecture.’ The crimson draperies be- 
hind it, mellowed by age, add to the 
quaint effect. It is singular that gas 
has never been introduced into this 
church, and it has never been used for 
evening services or secular purposes. 
It is said that the first Sunday-school 
in New England was organized within 
its walls in 1812.” 


ARE THEY READY FOR OPEN FEL- 
LOWSHIP? 


We print this week in our corres- 
pondence column two more letters 
bearing upon the problems of fellow- 
ship now agitating those interested in 
the Unitarian movement in America. 
One is from the pen of one of the 
most respected among the elder Unita- 
rian ministers of the East; the other 
from an equally consecrated and earnest 
minister in the West. Contradictory 
as these letters may seem, yet we be- 
lieve both are right, the only question 
is which is of most vital and practical 
import, the logical and judicial inter- 
pretation of the letter of the Nation- 
al Conference such as has been urged in 
the communication of Mr. Payne, and 
this later one by one whosigns himself 
an “Ex-member of the Conference,” or 
the broader and freer interpretation 
of the actual spirit manifested by the 
present administrators of the National 
Conference and the Board of the A. 
U. A. It sontetimes happens that the 
letter is broader than the s#zrz¢ that in- 
terprets it as well as the contrary. 
That there was lying back of the pre- 
amble of the National Conference a 
strong proscriptive spirit that wanted 
to check all tendencies in the body 
away from the Christo-centric founda- 
tions of religion, no one can doubt who 
is at all acquainted with the history of 
that “battle of Syracuse,” in 1866. 
That this anxiety for the Christian 


mame more than the Christian sfirdt 
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has continued in certain quarters to 
color Unitarian administration and Uni- 
tarian organizations is equally patent to 
those who will recall the facts of how 
for several years the names of certain 
respected and active Unitarian minis- 
ters were excluded from the list in the 
Year-book published by the A. U. A,, 
and how the A. U. A. directors have 
withdrawn all co-operation from the 
Western Conference, excluding its Sec- 
retary from their Board, their represen- 
tatives declining all invitations to take 
part in its meetings, and latterly its rep- 
resentatives shunning the very doors of 
the headquarters at Chicago where the 
various interests of Unitarianism are 
diligently served by earnest workers, 
the place where the sale and distribu- 
tion of the tracts and books published 
by the A. U. A. itself, is carried on; and 
lastly, that this spirit still prevails in the 
Unitarian body in America, is manifest- 
ed by the nervous haste with which the 
Unitarian women hasten to modify and 
narrow the fellowship of their pro- 
posed alliance by the phrase “Liberal 
Christian,” a phrase which we have al- 
most outgrown both East and West on 
account of the unjustifiable and arrog- 
ant assumption it conveys. 

But there is another class of facts 
equally patent to the student of the 
Unitarian movement for the last twenty 
years, viz: That there has been a quiet, 
rapid but profound growth in the Uni- 
tarian fellowship towards a Cosmo- 
centric, (if we may coin a word) basis 
of religion. However dear the word 
and the traditions of Christianity may 
be to the individual soul; however keen 
and profound may be the love for the 
personality of Jesus of Nazareth, and 
these have grown with the growth of 
thought, no one who has been thorough- 
ly taken possession of by the principles 
of evolution or has felt the full force 
of the conclusions arrived at by the 
science of comparative religions can 
ever more make the words C&rist or 
Christianity measuring lines of relig- 
ious fellowship or presume to make 
them co-terminous with all that is fair 
and true in religion. That the Uni- 
tarians have moved steadily and strong- 
ly in this direction during the last 
twenty years is witnessed to by such 
facts as the passage of the tenth article 
to the Constitution of the National 
Conference; the restoration of the pro- 
scribed names to the Year-book list; 
the adoption of Theodore Parker, his 
word and his face, by the association 
that once so feared him; the most 
marked change in the matter of Sun- 
day-school instruction East and West, 
the growth of the Western Unitarian 
Conference and its final triumphal 
avowal of the principle of open fellow- 
ship with all its dangers as well as in- 
spirations and lastly the sincere effort 
on the part of the Unitarian women of 
America, to find broader fields and 
more spiritual bonds of union and lines 
of communication. 

Our Brother Elliott, of Janesville, is 
right in saying that the Western Uni- 
tarian Conference directors have been 
disappointed in their expectations that 
the Board of Directors of the A. U. A. 
would eventually see that it is not of 
their province to pronounce as_ to 
what is Unitarianism or as to what is 
“pure Christianity” or to exclude from 
their confidences and withdraw their 
co-operation from an_ organization 
whose history is so intimately woven 
with the history of Unitarianism for 
the last fifty years, as is that of the 
Western Conference, simply because it 


ventured to declare the hospitable invi- 
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tation of Jesus, “Come unto me all ye 
that labor and are heavy laden.” But 
we do not believe that the officers of the 
Western Conference have been mis- 
taken in the American Unitarian Asso- 
ciation itself, and when the appeal is 
made, as it must finally be made from 
the Board of Directors to the men and 
women who form the Association it- 
self, it will be found that that Associa- 
tion no more thanthe Western Confer- 
ence has no exclusion for those who 
seek to advance truth, righteousness 
and love in the world. 

UNITy is not so much. concerned 
with the interpretations of preambles 
or the perpetuation of Conferences. It 
will not be satisfied with merely per- 
petuating the life of the Western Con- 
ference. It seeks to hasten the day 
when all denominations will avoid creed 
limitations, when Christianity itself will 
avail itself of its highest credentials to 
confidence and respect by confessing 
that it is only a part of that. divine 
stream which began in the blind grop- 
ings of primitive man, which has con- 
tinued broadening and deepening, bear- 
ing all nations upon its bosom, conse- 
crating all rituals and culminating in 
the prophetic dream of all nations, the 
triumph of righteousness, the hope of 
love, the undying sympathies that bind 
in one all nations of men, in the truest 
excellence, a passion for the right. 

We confidently believe that the Uni- 
tarians of America are already in the 
line of this universal religion: our pro- 
test is against the oficzals who presume 
to speak final words for this growing 
mass of men and women. The West- 
ern Conference protest against this 
tendency reaches farther back than the 
Cincinnati resolution. Eleven years 
before those offending words were 
passed, the Western Conference re- 
ceived from its business committeeRevs. 
T. B. Forbush, J.C. Learned and C.W. 
Wendte, the following preamble and 


resolutions, which it unanimously passed 


by a rising vote: 


“ Whereas fidelity to duty, not accuracy of 
belief, has been from the first among us an 
essential test of the Christian character; and 

‘‘ Whereas we seem in danger of losing sight 
of this fundamental principle through the in- 
fluence of ecclesiastical agenci¢s: 

Resolved, I. That we deprecate and deplore 
the action of the American Unitarian Associ- 
ation in its efforts to limit the fellowship of 
the Unitarian body by practically defining the 
word “ Christian ” so as to make it a dogmatic 
shibboleth instead of a symbol of righteous- 
ness. 

“Resolved, II. That we protest against the 
erasure of names from the accredited list of 
Unitarian ministers until (1) the minister him- 
self shall request such action, or (2) shall have 
joined some sect or communion which denies 
us ecclesiastical fellowship, or (3) is adjudged 
guilty of immorality. 

“Resolved, III. That the removal of the 
name of Rev. William J. Potter from the 
Year Book of the Association was, in our 
judgment, a departure from Congregational 
and Unitarian principles which can only be 
rectified by its restoration.” 

The protest in 1575 was made 
against the exclusion of a few Unitarian 
names from the Year-book. We to- 
day protest against the exclusion by the 
same Board of a compact of fifty or 
more churches who love the Unitarian 
name, who have proved their right to 
it by self-sacrifice, a compact that has 
been diligent in. season and out of sea- 
son in joint labors with the A. U. A. 
in advancing a common cause. We ask 
_ for an inclusive Unitarianism that will 
reach out on the one hand as far as on 
the other, from Heber Newton to Wil- 
liam Salter, and as much farther in 
both directions as fellowship will be re- 
ceived and co-operation be accepted for 
truth, righteousnessand love’s sake. We 
confidently appeal—not to boards and 
committees—but to the commonwealth 
of Unitarians east and west, in America 
and Europe, and those far beyond the 
lines where the name of Unitarian 
has reached. We do this in the full 
light of the glad Christmas time, feel- 
ing that in these strivings we are find- 
ing our way out of dogmatism into re- 
ligion. e are traveling upon the 
only lines that will bring to earth as an 
abiding song the angel chorus of 


“Peace on earth 
And good will to men.” 


THE DEATH OF ROBERT BROWNING. 

Our great poet has now experienced 
the “ Prospice” which his written lines 
so tenderly and glowingly prophesied 
years ago. Robert Browning is dead. 
An impossible epithet to apply to the 
writer of La Saiziaz, the ardent con- 
stant believer in immortality, not so 
much in the life to come as in the con- 
tinued life of to-day. For that which 
imparts all worth and gladness to the 
present life—man’s soul, the power by 
which he loves and aspires, was the 
constant theme of Browning’s exultant 
song. He was enamored of life, of all 
life, the bodies as well as the spirits. 
His poems are rich with the living tones 
and colors of boundless physical exist- 
ence. Physical and mental were one. 
Man is—lives, breathes, loves and grows; 
his faults and mistakes attesting the 
divine nature within, no less than his 
virtues. Browning was one who with 
his passionate belief in immortality re- 
garded this world neither as the recluse 
or misanthrope tries to. When living 
he could speak of himself as one 

‘* Who, in the world 
Both lives and likes life’s way, 


Nor wishes the wings unfurled 
That sleep in the worm, they say.” 


Robert Browning not only loved the 
life that now is, but he understood it 


-as no one since Shakespeare, who has 


attempted to reproduce it in the poet’s 
creative forms, has understood it. There 
is but one Shakespeare, but there are a 
very few men of Shakespearian quality ; 
so far as the measure of their lesser 
genius extends it is like the master’s. 
Cervantes is one, Chaucer a second, 
Browning the third. Each presents us 
with a living world of men and women 
as real as those we meet and know in 
daily intercourse. The “ Men and 
Women” who people Browning’s 
world form the most brillant and varied 
assemblage of all three. It was this 
knowledge of life Browning possessed 
which makes him the poet of the study 
class and literary club. His delineation 
of characters like Luria, Constance, 
Pompilia, Ned Bratts and Fifine pro- 
vides material for interminable discus- 
sion of the moral problems evolved in 
their study. It is in this character of 


moralist that-our poet is chiefly known 


in the Browning clubs and circles. The 
poet may also be made known here, 
but is better appreciated in quiet read- 
ings of our own, pursued with less 
didactic intention. The small wits of 
the press are never tired of exercising 
their lively humor over the “Browning 
craze” and its adherents; but ridicule 
of this kind hurts very little those 
against whom it is directed. The 
Browning student has his own reward, 
and it is a very preciousone. To many 
such life has become a richer possession 
since the reading of Saul and A Death 
in the Desert. Love has widened with 
knowledge, faith .deepened with ex- 
perience, life grown more joyful as 
well as more earnest, the world more 
beautiful and great with every succeed- 
ing day and chapter of its history since 
we made acquaintance with Browning. 
On Dec. 12, at 10 o’clock at night, 
“without any suffering,” he died, at the 
full age of seventy-seven. We can 
find no fitter closing thought than that 
contained in the poem of Prospice re- 
ferred to in the beginning of this brief 
and all too insufficient notice of his 
death, which we reprint entire: 

“Fear death?—to feel the fog in my throat, 

The mist in my face, 


When the snows begin and the blasts denote 
I am nearing the place, | 


The power of the night, the press of the storm, 
The post of the foe; 
Where he stands, the Arch Fear in a visible 
form, 
Yet the strong man must go. 


For the journey is done, and the summit at- 
tained, 
And,the barriers fall, 
Though a battle’s to fight ere the guerdon be 
gained, 
The reward of it all. 


I was ever a fighter, so—one fight more, 
‘The best and the last! 
I would hate that death bandaged my eyes, 
and forbore, 7 
And bade me creep past. 


No! let me taste the whole of it, fare like my 
peers, 
The heroes of old, | 
Bear the brunt, in a minute pay glad life’s 
arrears 
Of pain, darkness, and cold. 


For sudden the worst turns the best to the 
brave, 
The black minute’s at end, 
And the elements’ rage, the fiend-voices that 
rave, 
Shall dwindle, shall blend, 


Shall change, shall become first a peace, then 
a OY» 
Then a light, then thy breast, 
O thou soul of my soul! I shall clasp thee 
again, 
And with God be the rest.” 
CR 


Gontributed and Selected. : 


UNDER GREY SKIES. 


Long rains have washed away the glow 
Of autumn’s beauty peerless; 

Betwixt the harvest and the snow 
The sodden earth lies cheerless. 


Ww. 


And Nature, like a mother worn, 
Her last charge safely sleeping, 
Seems half inclined to pause and mourn, 
Her cares in weary weeping. 


The far slope’s purple silence meets 
A grey sky downward bending, 
While stream and plain its hue repeats, 
In sad tints coldly blending. 


Scarce seems the chilled earth pulse to bear, 
The tide of being onward, 

Through withered grass and woodland sere 
On its far journey sunward. 


Yet life is in the idle time, 
As well as in the growing, 

The fretting winds, the freezing rime, 
Make ready for the sowing. 


Needful the tempest and the rain 
As pearly dews and sunlight; 

And beauty grows from wreck and pain 
And grey still days of frost-blight. 


Though life seem lost beneath the floods, 
Its meaning quenched in sadness, 
Somewhere within are safe the buds 
That make the springtime gladness. 
ALICE GORDON. 


REMARKS BY EDWIN D. MEAD. 


AT DEDICATION OF EDDY MEMORIAL CHAPEL, 
PROVIDENCE, R. I. 


The dedication of this chapel is a 


I think that it will be seen to be a true 
step in the road that leads to the relig- 
ion of the future—to a religion that can 
satisfy the mind, that can enlist the 
largest enthusiasm, that gives natural 
voice and reinforcement to the noblest 
social ideal, and gives the highest prom- 
ise to the hungry and aspiring heart of 
man—a religion of energy and comfort, 
of ventilation and of warmth. 

I rejoice that the first words of the 
dedication of this temple, where hospi- 
tality is to be universal, is a prayer, and 
its last word a divine benediction: ‘Send 
out Thy light and Thy truth. Let 
them teach me and let them bring me 
to Thy holy hill.” Blessed are they 
that trust in the Lord.” ‘ No prayer,” 
said the old Carlyle, “no religion, or 
only a dumb and maimed religion.” 
‘“ The Author of nature,” said Emerson, 
“has not left himself without a witness 
in any sane mind.” I believe that every 
profound and reverent mind, when it 
thinks itself fully out, must perceive his 
own eternal nature, and must see God. 
I believe that no religion, nor anything 
that attempts to do the work of religion 
in the world, can long do that work, 
will or can have long life at all without 
this ideal ground and eternal out- 
look. 
church of the future, will make no 
philosophy, no belief, a condition of fel- 
lowship; it will welcome to itself every 
soul that strives to advance truth, right- 
eousness and love in the world; it will 
applaud and sustain every platform 
where, from whatever varying stand- 
points, the problems of society are sin- 
cerely and seriously discussed. But if 
it be a religion, earnestly seeking to do 
the work of religion, which is other and 
more than inquiry and discussion, it 
will find religion’s highest word and 
method and inspire itself and energize 
itself by their lofty, trustful and cour- 
ageous use. It will not be a religion of 
repression, but of glad and earnest 


: expression ; its strong wings will not be 


brave and noblestep in a good direction. | 


The religion of the future, the 


love to speak 


rr 


folded, it will mount up like the eagle 
into the sunshine of morning and will 
know beneath it in darkness the Ever- 
lasting Arms. It will feel the present 
to be but education for the future, the 
life that now is only the freshman year 
in the great university of God—it will © 
see, assuredly, that that is the satisfying 
and the only sane solution of the great 
problem of existence. It is well and 
promising, a good sign of the times, 
and a good augury that this dedication 
service is a service which emphasizes, 
not the antagonisms of to-day’s radical 
to the religious organizations about him, 
but his spirit of co-operation and _ his 
perception of the great common cause 
of the good men of all religions. The 
antagonistic and critical period of any 
religion is its early stage. Every radi- 
calism, even Protestantism, must always 
maintain its critical element so long as 
it is a Protestantism. But this ceases to 
be the principal thing if it is to nour- 
ish and edify and inspire its own peo- 
ple. Lutheranism did not best feed and 
satisfy Lutherans, while its sermons 
must chiefly, as was necessary, be ser- 
mons against the Pope. ‘The radical 
to-day cannot be. permanently or well 
fed by sermons against the orthodoxies. 
These may have their place, but human 
life is much more than a conflict with 
any religious creed. It touches the 
things where men of all things live to- 
gether. . To-day’s deeper radicalism 
criticises old creeds less and loves more 
the great positive truths towards which 
all the creeds more or less imperfectly 
reach out. It recognizes that it must 
exercise that tolerance and brotherliness 
towards other men, which it asks other 
men to exercise towards itself. While 
men will disagree in religion as in poli- 
tics, and in all else, we come to see, last 
of all, that in the religious province, as 
in the other provinces, we can agree to 
disagree—and the radical is coming to _ 
see it as well as the rest. He reaches 
out his hand to the Presbyterian and 
the Baptist as warmly as he desires 
them to reach out the hand to him. He 
cares less about what he counts super- 
stitions and miracles about the Bible, 
about Christ—perhaps somewhat be- 
cause the views which offend him are 
held less strongly or aggressively. He 
is no longer deterred by any doctrine of 
the Church about the Bible, from loving 
and using the Bible as earnestly as the 
churchman; or from declaring, in his 
perception of the beauty and _benefic- 
ence of thecharacter and spirit of Christ 
and the importance of that spirit in so- 
ciety to-day, that however Christ is 
preached, with whatever crude doctrines 
attached from however immature a 
standpoint, that so long as He is preach- 
ed, he, with the great Christian apostle, 
doth rejoice and will rejoice. 

For himself he believes that as Juda- 
ism was a schoolmaster that led men to 
Christ, so Christianity is no finality, but 
only a great object lesson, a schoolmas- 
ter to lead men into their own souls, 
into a worthy and true appreciation of 
humanity. We are coming to see that 
man in his essential nature is what the 
Church has defined its Christ to be, 
that He was only—towards this the 
fathers themselves reached out—the 
first born, rather the best born, the best 
endowed, till then the clearest seeing, 
among many brethren, among men 
who, all alike, faithful or erring, are 
true sons of God. The older churches 
baptize at birth the children of their 
= These children, they say, are 

orn into the Divine birthright and 
heritage, into the Divine care—they do 
not wait for it. They may wander and 
be recreant by-and-by, untrue to the 
family of God, but still and ever, they 
belong to the family, and the family is 
responsible for their reclamation and 
their nurture. The fundamental idea 
in this is a true idea. We are now learn- 
ing to extend it, and that is what chiefly 
distinguishes and makes glorious the age 
in which we live. We are rising into a 
view so great, into a religion and a 
politics so deep and broad, that we may 
call it a new dispensation. I call it the 
dispensation 9f the commonweath. I 
this period of religious 
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history as a passage from the dispensa- 
tion of the Church to the dispensation 
of the commonwealth. We come to 
see that this divine birthright and heri- 
tage is no limited thing, not something 
true only of the children of certain 
churches, of those who have the Chris- 
tian name or any name, but true of the 
whole family of God, which is all hu- 
manity. Simply as citizens, simply by 
virtue of being here in this world as 
men with minds and consciences, we are 
as truly our brother’s keepers, keepers 
of every brother, responsible for the 
highest welfare and development of all, 
as the churchman used to feel himself 
with regard to his brother churchman. 
Pope Gregory, the Great, we read, once 
excommunicated himself and did _ pen- 
ance because a man was found starved 
to death in Rome under conditions for 
which the whole community was re- 
sponsible. To-day every one of us 
should blush with shame and rest un- 
easily when any poor man is defrauded, 
and any wrong exists and we have not 
done our duty. No less a definition of 
citizenship, no less a definition of man, 
of religion, of politics, which rightly is 
applied religion, is from now on possi- 
ble. In the light of this great truth, 
all history, all Bibles, all churches and 
religions must be interpreted in new 
and broader relation. 

This great truth, I take it, is what is 
in your hearts when you dedicate this 
temple to “an enlightened patriotism 
and to the spirit of universal brother- 
hood.” If that truth lives and grows 
in you, if in its light you work and 
pray, then the movement here this day 
begun must be a blessing to this great 
city whose foundations: were laid in a 
truth so bright, and whose life to-day 
_pulsates so strong; then you can but 
have the hearty good wishes of those 
older forms of religion which connect 
you sacramentally with the past, and 
can but earn the benediction of the bet- 
ter future. 


TO HAVE LIVED. 
Yes, to have lived! To have lived 
And felt the threads of being thrill 
With joys of sense, triumphs of will 
And thoughts that reach beyond all ill. 


Yes, to have lived! To have lived, 
And life’s unanswered questions met 
With heart of trust, with hope ne’er set 
And gladly to be saying yet-—— 


Yes, to have lived! Though this were all, 
We answer reverent to the call 
Of Him who notes the sparrow’s fall; 
Yes, to have lived, though this were all; 
Though this were all. 
CHARITY DyeE. 


FROM A NEW ENGLAND UNITARIAN, 

The following extracts from a private letter 
from a friend of Unity, show so much of the 
spirit that finds fellowship everywhere, be- 
cause the workers for Truth, Righteousness 
and Love are everywhere, that they are too 
good to be kept for private uses only. 

I attended a Thanksgiving service 
there this morning and I could not help 
thinking of Unity, the apostle of 
“ Freedom, fellowship and religion,” as 
I listened to the earnest, patriotic and 
eloquent sermon by the devoted pastor 
of the American colony here, Rev. J.. 
H. W.Stuckenberg, who gathering the 
exiles from home, most of them young 
students, makes a church home for 
them, literally, for Sunday evenings 
they gather in his parlors around his 
own fireside for a second service—a 
social hour, followed by a familiar talk 
or lecture. The church, a German 
Lutheran one, is only hired for a single 
morning service. A number of the 
young people gathered about a melodeon 
in the gallery and were led in singing 
by a young lady who wielded the 
baton. most gracefully. The church 
was full, and I heartily joined them in 
our National Hymn and Old Hundred, 
and in repeating the Lord’s prayer. I 
almost felt as if the millennium had come 
—an undenominational church! Instead 
of “a fluttering rag of small sectarian-— 
ism,” our own beloved stars and stripes 
draped the desk. I never before felt 
the truest significance of its emblems— 
“freedom and fellowship.” Well would 
it be if it could wave above a// our 
churches. Certainly it should in all our : 


small differences wo 


Sunday-schools. 
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It was a most satisfying Thanksgiv- 
ing service, when I had selfishly hoped 
that in the course of foreign travel the 
day might pass unnoticed. 

We have been in the British Isles all 
summer, and in France, Belgium and 
Holland since then, arriving in Berlin 
Wednesday of last week, just as the 
papers announced this Thanksgiving 
service at the American church, and a 
dinner for Thursday the 28th, a New 
England dinner of turkey, oysters and 
cranberries, imported for the occa- 
sion. I had felt I could not attend any 
gathering on that day—and friends 
traveling with us had secured their 
tickets—but to-day, when I looked upon 
the earnest faces of the young men and 
women students, for whom this festival 
was made, I felt it was a duty to go and 
help make the festival a success. 

W hile in Paris I attended a Protestant 
service in an old church near the 
Louvre—* La_ Iratoire”—the same 
church in which Louis XIV had rejoiced 
that he had driven Protestantism out of 
France. A statue outside, but close to the 
church, of Coligny with an open bible at 
his side. The service was in French, but 
I understood the first words of the 
prayer, “ We come to thee as thy chil- 
dren, O Father!” ‘This was enough, | 
was with them in spirit, and their earn- 
est, reverend attention and hearty con- 
gregational singing was refreshing. I 
did not need the liberal word, and I was 
glad it was in French—for their sake— 
I enjoyed the service. 

In London I attended Stopford 
Brooke’s Church and wished all the 
time I listened to his eloquent sermons, 
he would come to America, where he 
belongs. In the city directory his 
church is called “unclassified.” He is 
doing a great work. I know he is 
needed in London, but more still in 
America. Mr. Blatchford of Bristol I 
talked with about the Unitarian xame; 
both he and Mr. Chignell of Exeter 
told me that they felt as a denomina- 
tion we should eventually “go to the 
wall” as “ Unitarians.” In England 
the work is very discouraging, espe- 
cially in a cathedral town. I wish you 
would have a symposium in UNiTy 
on the name. But what’s in a name? 
We have grave responsibilities and 
duties as was shown in our sermon to- 
day, and true gratitude and patriotism is 
shown by our striving to fullfil them. 
Mr. Stuckenberg asked for contribu- 
tions of clothing for the poor, also for 
money, as he knew of deserving Ameri- 
cans needing assistance. A “ Thanks- 
giving offering ” he called it. : 

I know of good Unitarians who help 
support a church in Rome. I wish one 


could be built here; it is said there are 


3000 American students in Germany. 
I found I could subscribe to UNITY in 
Paris; renew my subscription; I was 
glad to see it on their list. 

In England I was told that, no mat- 


ter how /ow church a person might be, 
there was nothing said, but if one was 


too high, he was brought to account— 
as in the case of the bishop of Lincoln 
and the rerodos of St. Paul—when it 


occurred to me that in our Liberal (?) 
churches the stigma comes when one 1s 


too broad. What a privilege! and what 
great responsibility is ours! I realize it 
more and more. I was surprised and 
glad to find a prosperous church in 
Dublin. Mr. Jeremy’s family were 
charming. In Chester I enjoyed an 
afternoon with Mr. Montgomery’s 
family and a service in the old church 
in preference to a grand military soirée 
in the Cathedral with the Duke and 
Duchess of Westminster in attendance! 
(thrown in!) At Wells I went out five 
miles to Shepton Mallet to see an iso- 
lated hard-working minister, working 
for love (zo salary); how pleased he 
was tosee us and show us his church and 
the improvements his people had made 
in it—under his inspiration. But all so 
forlorn and discouraging—I wish we 
could have an international Conference 
of Liberal churches as of Maritime 
and anti-slavery and rapes the 

uld melt away. 
“Unity” would be the watchword, 


the stars and stripes our emblem. 


_ BERLIN, Sunday Nov. 24th, ’89, 
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SORIPTURES, OLD AND NEW. 


Scriptures read at Service of Welcome to William I, 
Nichols, S on: | Garden Church, Philadelphia, Dec, 2, 
1839, by John H, Clifford. The several sources, speci- 
fied here, were not given at the reading. 


Every Scripture inspired of God is 
also profitable for teaching, for reproof, 
for correction, for instruction which is 
in righteousness; that the man of God 
may be complete, furnished completely 
unto every good work.—J//. 7imothy. 

My eye is open and waits for the 
manifestation of truth. I am a Free 
thinker who belong to a_ thousand 
sects.— Persian. 

We have no power against the truth, 
but only for the truth.— Paw/. 

To this end have I been born, and 
to this end am I come into the world, 
that I should bear witness unto the 
truth. Every one that is of the truth 
heareth my voice.—Fourth Gospel. 

I charge thee in the sight of God, 
... preach the word; be instant in 
season, out of season; reprove, rebuke, 
exhort, with all long suffering and 
teaching. [And if the time come] 
when they will not endure the sound 
doctrine, ... be thou sober in all 
things, suffer hardship, ... fulfil thy 
ministry.—//. Zzmothy. 

Be ye of sound mind: . . . above all 
things being fervent in your love 
among yourselves; for love covereth a 
multitude of sins: using hospitality one 
to another without murmuring: ac- 
cording as each hath received a gift, 
ministering it among yourselves as good 
students of the manifold grace of God. 
— /, Peter. | 

“We look for new heavens and a new 
earth, wherein dwelleth righteousness. 
Whereupon, beloved, seeing that ye 
look for these things, give diligence, 
that ye may be found in peace, without 
spot and blameless.—//. Peter. 

| W hoever may follow worldly things | 
do thou, O man of God, flee these 
things, and follow after righteousness. 
Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold 
on everlasting life. ... God gave us 
not the spirit of cowardice, but of 

ower, and of love, and of admonition. 
—IlIl, Timothy. | 

To be sincere and gather around you 
a half dozen fearless followers of the 
truth will be of vastly more service to 
the world than to become the honored 
leader of a throng ... by the slight- 
est sacrifice of sincerity.—//7. D. AZ. in 
Unity WVov. 9, 1889. 

The lie of an apostle destroys a 
whole moral world.—/tichter. 

The world is upheld by the veracity 
of good men; they make the truth 
wholesome.—merson. 

Don’t be a cynic and disconsolate 
preacher. Don’t bewail and bemoan. 
Admit the negative propositions. Nerve 
us with incessant affirmations. Don’t 
waste yourself in rejection, nor hark 
against the bad, but chant the beauty of 
the good.—/6. 

A man should make life and Nature 
happier to us, or he had better never 
been born.—J/é. a 

To help the young soul, add energy, 
inspire hope, and blow the coals into a 
useful flame; to redeem defeat by new 
thought, by fizm action—that is not 
easy, that is the work of divine men.— 


Beware of phrases, formulas, out- 
ward institutions corresponding to no 
inward conviction, and of all contriv- 


ances for dispensing with the wisdom | 


which is from above.— Carlyle. 

The new religion ... builds its 
church not out of any sect now exist- 
ing, but it will come some day out of 
a beautiful combination of the, brave 
and free hearts in many churches, those 
who care more for things than for 
names, for life than for creeds.— 
Unity Ed. Nov. 30, 1889. 

Fear no seeing man. Know that he 
is in heaven, whatever else be not; that 
the arch-enemy is the arch-stupid. I 
call this my fortieth Church Article, 
which absorbs into it and covers up all 
the other thirty-nine.—Carlyle. 

Blessed are the pure in heart, for 
they shall see God.— Fesus. a 

A prophet and teacher has no right 
to expect great kindness from his age. 
He is rather bound to do it great kind-. 
ness.— Carlyle. — | 


other. 


The Son of Man came not to be min- 
istered unto, but to minister.— Fesus. 

Let every man be swift to hear. Re- 
ceive with meekness the implanted 
word, which is able to save your souls. 
—E p. Fames. 

John came unto you in the way of 
righteousness, and ye believed him not. 
—Matthew. 

While ye have the light, believe on 


the light, that ye may become sons of 
light—/ourth Gospel. 


For with the heart man believeth . 


unto righteousness.—Romans. 

The good Kadijah listened with 
wonder, mixed with doubt. At length 
she answered, Yes, it is true, this that 
thou hast said. Then the boundless 
gratitude of Mahomet; for of all kind- 
nesses she had done hin, this of believ- 
ing the earnest struggling word he 
spoke was the greatest— Adapted from 
Carlyle. 

He that receiveth you receiveth me, 
and he that receiveth me receiveth him 
that sentme. He that receiveth a prophet 
in the name of a prophet, shall receive 
a prophet’s reward; and he that receiveth 
a righteous man in the name of a 
righteous man, shall receive a right- 
eous man’s reward.—MWatthew. 

He that was sown upon the rocky 
places, this is he that heareth the word, 
and straightway with joy receiveth it; 
yet hath he not root in himself, but en- 
dureth for a while; and when tribula- 
tion or persecution ariseth because of 
the word, straightway he stumbleth. . 
. . And he that was sown upon the 
good ground, this is he that heareth the 
word, and understandeth it, who verily 
beareth fruit.—JZatthew. 

We believe, and therefore speak.— 
Paul. 

The unbeliever is he who deliberate- 
ly declines to speak what he thinks, or 
to trust humanity with what helpful 
truth has been intrusted to himself,— 
Samuel Fohnson. 


I honor the man who is ready to sink 


Half his present repute for the freedom to 
think, 


And, when he has thought, be his cause strong 
or weak, 


He’ll risk t’other half for the freedom to 
speak, 

Caring not for the vengeance the mob has in 
store, | 


Let that mob be the upper ten thousand or 
lower. 


—Lowell. 

But use your liberty to serve one an- 
Speak the truth in love. Love 
is the fulfillment of the law.— Pauline. 

And whosoever shall give to drink 
unto one of these little ones a cup of 
cold water only. ... verily I say un- 
to you, he’ shall in no wise lose his 
reward.— Jesus. 


PAMPHLETS FROM THE “INDEX.” 


Messianic Expectations. By Rabbi Solo- 
mon Schindler. I. Introductory, 5 cents; 
II. Two-Thousand Years Ago, 5 cents; III. 
The Carpenter’s Son, § cents; IV. Judaism 
the Mother and Christianity the Daughter 
5 cents. V. A Genuine Messiah, 5 cents, 
The five lectures for 20 cents. 


An Agnostic View of the Doctrine ot Vicari- 
ous Atonement. By W.H. Spencer. 5 cents. 


Evolution in Its Relations to Evangelical 
Religion. By B. F. Underwood, Prof. P. A. 
Chadbourn and Prof. Asa Gray. 5 cents. 

On the Vision of Heaven. By Prof. Francis 
W. Newman. 5 cents. 

The Present Heaven. By O. B. Frothing- 
ham. § cents. 

Lecture on the Bible. 
Voysey. to cents. 

in the Constitution. By Rev. Arthur B. 
Bradford. 10 cents. 
All these to one Address, 50 cents, 


LIBERTY AND LIFE. 


By E. P. POWELL, Author of “Our 
Heredity from God.” 


Now ready. 17 lectures, 208 py, pages, 
good type, bound uniformly with “Our Here- 


dity from eee 
75 Cents. 


By Rev. Charles 


Price - - 
Also “@Our Heredity from God” - $1.75 


Any book advertised by us will be sent } ae ope 
For $5.00 cas 


mail 
or express on receipt of price. a 


order, we send books to the amount of $5.00 

advertised prices, and Unity one year free; this offer 

applying both to renewals and new subscriptions. 
Address | | 

CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers. 


175 Dearborn Street, 
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Garrespondence, 


To THE Epirors or Unity: Our 
honored friend, Francis E. Abbot, be- 
gins his protest against the National 
Conference with these words: ‘“ The 
preamble of the Constitution contained 
a profession of faith in Jesus as the 
Christ and of allegiance to Him as Lord 
and King;” and this preamble, he says, 
“constitutes a creed.” One naturally 
expects, therefore, to find in the Con- 
stitution something at least as strong as 
the following: ‘ This Conference col- 
lectively, and each of its members in- 
dividually, professes the faith and the 
allegiance above declared.” Instead of 
this, however, on turning to the docu- 
ment itself I find only the words: 
“ Whereas, the great opportunities and 
demands for Unitarian labor and con- 
secration at this time, increase our sense 
of the obligations of all disciples of the 
Lord Jesus Christ.” Whatever these 
words may imply as to the belief of 
those who wrote them, ¢he words them- 
selves contain a perfectly neutral state- 
ment of fact, a sort of truism which 
might, be assented to in good faith by a 
Mohammedan,a Buddhist or an Agnos- 
tic. No doubt they are in fact meant to 
express the strong and affectionate feel- 
ing of those who wrote them and have 
insisted on retaining them. But surely a 
statement of motive ts not a “creed.” 
The only profession of allegiance*that 
I find in the Constitution itself is to 
“the gospel of Jesus Christ,” which I 
take it is not a matter of dispute. 

Further to guard against the possible 
inference that these words might be 
taken as a creed, I find not only that 
the Conference itself, by its action from 
the beginning, has welcomed men to its 
fellowship or invited them to take part 
in its proceedings, who disclaimed any 
such imaginary creed—Mr. Abbot him- 
self for example—but that the Consti- 
tution itself expressly forbids any such 
interpretation of these words. It de- 
clares that the preamble and articles 
“ are no authoritative test of Unitarian- 
ism, and are not intended to exclude 
any who are in general sympathy with 
our purposes and pracucal aims.” In- 
stead of this being an illogical com- 
promise, as he thinks, they are (as it 
proves) a needed as well as an authentic 
and perfectly logical commentary. 

Again, how is any man personally 

responsible for everything that may be 
included in a Constitution which he 
acts under? I find in the Constitution 
- of Massachusetts that it is “ the duty of 
all men in society publicly and at stated 
seasons to worship the Supreme Being ;” 
but I have never heard of anybody, 
Come-outer, agnostic or infidel who re- 
fused on that ground to vote or take 
office under that Constitution. Cer. 
tainly such persons were never intended 
to be disfranchised, and would be very 
much surprised to be told so. 

Besides, what makes membership in 
a National Conference? Who in fact 
are its members? So far as I can see 
they are these: The board of officers, 
who are the only permanent members, 
delegates who present credentials, who 
are members, formally, so long as the 
session lasts but no longer, and who 
may or may not exercise their right of 
membership in any way (I have myself 


been a member in such way, but only, 


remember voting once on a question of 
adjournment, and certainly never signed 
the Constitution or gave any form of 
assent to it); and third, those who take 
part by discussion or address in its 
public proceedings. These last may be, 
in fact, “ gentiles without the gate;” 
but they are, probably, in public esti- 
mation more closely identifiedowith the 
Conference than either of the others. 
At any rate, they have done what they 
_could to express their “ general sym- 
pathy with our purposes and practical 
aims.” 
_ AN EX-MEMBER OF THE CONFERENCE, 


Epitor or Unity: Your corre- 
spondent, Mr. Payne, deludes himself 


when he urges that the platforms and 


spirit of the National and Western Con- 
ferences are ‘identical. It is quite a 


" — * 
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different action to open a door and say 
come in, you are welcome though you 
may disagree with us on certain points, 
from closing a door and shouting back 
through it, you may come in if you can 
break it down;.or, if the language of 
the two may be construed in the same 
sense, is Mr. Payne ignorant, or is any 
intelligent Unitarian minister, who has 
watched the progress of events for the 
past three years, ignorant of the. fact 
that the present leaders of the National 
Conference and the whole power of 
the A. U. A. has been bent on the 
destruction of the Western Confer- 
ence as an executive and missionary 
body? The fact may as well be re- 
cognized. The leaders of the West- 
ern Unitarian Conference have de- 
ceived themselves during these years. 
They could not believe that Unitarian- 
ism had crystallized into hard theol- 
ogical dogmatism that still has uses for 
the stake for heretics. But now the 
most dubious can doubt no longer. 
is time to choose “on whose party you 
will stand.” Count me for “truth, 
righteousness and love.” 


C. F. EL.iorrt, 


Pastor of All Souls Church, 
JANESVILLE, Wis., Dec. 17, ’89. 


She Study Sable, 


Liberty and Life. Discourses by E. P. Pow- 
ell. Chicago: Charles H. Kerr & Co. Cloth, 
12mo., pp. 208; 75 cents. 


Readers of “Our Heredity from 
God ” will welcome a new book from 
the same hand. Mr. Powell’s clear, forc- 
ible style, his wide range of scientific 
information, his power of keen analysis 
and his reverent spirit, fit him in a pe- 
culiar manner to treat of themes con- 
nected with modern thought and the 
changing religious and_ philosophical 
opinions of the day. ‘The advance 
sheets of his new volume are before us. 
The table of contents announces seven- 
teen discourses. The opening chapter 
is entitled ‘“ Life and Death; What 
They Are.” In the last one the au- 
thor, Bellamy-like, takes a long, pro- 
phetic look into the future, and writes 
of “ New Year in 1982.” Inthe preface 
Mr. Powell sets forth the general point 
of view from which the book is written. 

“KF volution has brought us to face such 
new views of life, and of our responsi- 
bility as the finality of the animal king- 
dom, and inheritors of an eternal evo- 
lution of organic and functional power, 
that we must recast our views of sin al- 
together. Henceforth, sin will be held 
to be not a personal affront to the Crea- 
tor, but a course of action that degrades 
ourselves in either body or mind..... 
We are placed in charge of ourselves 
by the fact of self-consciousness.” In 
the second chapter, “Sin, A Crime 
Against Life,” the author defines life 
as “a power to gather the material of 
the universe to ourselves, make it our 
own and use it under the control of a 
will.” Accompanying all life is waste, 
and the poor, diseased and criminal 
classes of society show the process of 
physical and moral waste in excess 
of the processes of healthy growth. 
“The two great factors in a well-bal- 
anced life are a healthy body properly de- 
veloped, and a sound, broad judgment 
resulting in a well-fashioned will.” All 
violation of known laws, whether they 
pertain to our physical or moral being, 
is to its degree sin. One law is as 
sacred as another, each having its own 
vital and necessary relation to nature’s 
economy. In the following chapter 
Mr. Powell talks of the moral and phys- 
ical atmospheres of people, and explodes 
the old theologic superstition respecting 
the peculiar moral crime known as sin- 
ning against the Holy Ghost. The 
power of the Holy Ghost, as that dim 
personality is invoked and praised in 
religious assemblies, is only the power 
of “human ghosts, or more simply 
human atmospheres.” 


space forbids. As it is we have given 
enough to shew the appetizing quality 
of the book. It seid be widely and 
carefully read, then placed within easy 


Men Believe. 
Co., 1880. 


book that is attracting considerable at- 
tention among those—and they are 
many—who interest themselves in cer- 
tain questions and problems concerning 
the life to come. 


It. 


We could quote much more but our 


reach on the library shelf, by the side of 


That Unknown Country; or, What Living | 
Chicago: Royal Publishing 


“ That Unkown Country ” is a new 


It is a collection of 
articles by representative leaders in de- 
nominational thought, embodying their 
Opinions on future punishment. The 
preface claims that no important school 
of theological opinion is without its 
able and adequate representative here, 
and a glance at the list of contributors 
seems fairly to support the statement. 
Dr. Thomas, Prof. Swing, Rev. J. 
Coleman Adams, and Rev. C. W. 
Pritchard are the Chicago contributors; 
Unitarian views of the subject are ex- 
pressed by Rev. Edward Everett Hale 
and Dr. Peabody. Other famous names 
found here are those of Dr. Lyman 
Abbott, Dr. Leonard Bacon, Dr. E. 
DePressense, life member of the French 
senate, Archdeacon Farrar, Rev. Wash- 
ington Gladden, Bishop Hendrix, Rev. 
Augustin Hewitt, D. D., Superior of 
the Paulist Institute, Abram §S. Isaacs, 
editor of “The Jewish Messenger,” 
Cardinal Manning and many others, 
over fifty in all. The first chapter 
gives selections from the church fathers 
and the utterances of the most import- 
ant early councils. The opening article 
of Lyman Abbott seems one of the 
strongest, perhaps from coming before 
one is wearied with the multiplicity of 
conflicting opinions. He is tender and 
gentle, and in common with others of 
his denomination rejects what he calls 
“the awful conception” of everlasting 
torment, believing in the final annihila- 
tion of the “wicked.” With most of 
these writers the only question to be 
answered is “ What are the teachings 
of the Bible on this point?” and the be- 
liever in future punishment, as well as 
he who denies it, finds scriptural basis 
for his arguments. One can hardly 
imayine what would be the final mess- 
age of this ponderous book to one 
seriously reading it for light, but it is 
certainly a curiosity and may be useful 
in its way as a book of reference. 

A comparison with the famous utter- 
ances of Jonathan Edwards and other 
earlier preachers shows plainly how 
‘much certain doctrines have been modi- 
fied even in the churches still professing 
them, but there are not wanting those 
who believe that “ the wicked,” namely 
those who “reject Christ,” will live 
forever and ever, conscious and in the 
highest degree susceptible to their ter- 
rible suffering. Bishop Fowler be- 
lieves that a future without hell would 
make a hell ofthe present. Dr. French 
does not consider the picture of hell 
revolting to enlightened reason. Dr. 
Jacobs believes that a new-born child 
is “a fountain of corruption and crim- 
inal germs.” The full page engraving 
of each contributor adds to the interest 
of the book. E. E. M. 


Problems in American Soctety. By Joseph 
Henry Crooker. Boston: Geo. H. Ellis. Chi- 
cago: Charles H. Kerr & Co. $1.25. 

Mr. Crooker’s -book gains in tender 
interest to author and reader from its 
dedication in part to his friend and that 
well-known teacher and thinker in the 
liberal ranks, Prof. W. F. Allen, whose 
death a few days since brought sincere 
sorrow and regret to many people, both 
in and outside the circle of Mr. Allen’s 
personal acquaintances. : 

Mr. Crooker’s progress in the liberal 
ministry has been watched with interest 
by all who know him. He has the 
mental affiliation of both thinker and 
scholar, his mind working always after 
radical processes, gathering results of 
careful and sound knowledge as it pro- 
ceeds. The six essays in his published 
volume cover some of the social, political 
-and religious problems of the day, and 
are presented “simply as suggestive 
contributions toward a clearer under- 
standing of some of these questions.” 
The first chapter deals with “ The 
Student in American Life,” and on 


“Our Heredity from God,” ¢. Pp. w. 


se es 18 and 19 we find the following 
e 


much: “ The true student ever feels 
himself impelled by a noble and uplift- 
ing earnestness; yet he works in an 
atmosphere of serenity, for he has 
learned the lesson of patience.” There 
is a high and influential place in modern 
society for the student—“ for the man 
who is first a soul and then a workman.” 
We do not remember that anyone has 
before treated the subject of the con- 
cluding chapter, “ Religious Destitution 
of Villages,” though the fact that lies 
behind has struck every thoughtful 
mind. The deficient intellectual life in 
these villages is another feature that 
acts as both cause and effect of the first. 
The remedy lies in the establishment of 
a church of more practical tendencies, 
that shall embody the spirit and enthu- 
siasm of humanity. Cc. P. Ww. 


Our city has long profited by the 
labors of Prof. D. J. Snider in the in- 
terests of higher culture. Two years 
ago he organized the Dante school, 
comprising a series of lectures during 
holiday week from gifted sources on 
the great poet. One year ago the sub- 
ject was Geethe, and much excellent 
work was done in that direction. This 
year the school will occupy itself with 
the great master of all, Shakespeare. 
The lectures will begin Thursday even- 
ing, Dec. 26, and close the 31st, with 
two lectures a day, Sunday excepted, 
one at 11 A. M., the other at 8 P. M. 
The school is conducted under the au- 
spices of the Kindergarten Club, Prof. 
Snider acting as director. The lectures 
will be given in the Lecture Hall of 
the Art Institute. Tickets for full 
course with coupons $5.00, Single ad- 
mission 75 cts. We give the pro- 
gramme entire: 

Thursday morning, Shakespeare at Strat- 
ford, Prof. D. J. Snider; Thursday evening, | 
Orestes and Hamlet, Prof. Thos. Davidson; 
Friday morning, Shakespeare’s Power, Mr. 
Charles Gildehaus, St. Louis; Friday even- 
ing, Job, Prometheus, Hamlet, Rev. F. W. 
Gunsaulus; Saturday morning, The _Intel- 
lectual Element in Shakespeare, Mrs, Celia P. 
Woolley; Saturday evening, Historical Plays, 
Dr. W. F. Harris; Monday morning, Antigone 
and Cordelia, Rev. David Swing; Monday 
evening, Falstaff, Rev. Geo. C. Lorimer; 
Tuesday morning, Shakespeare’s World and 
Its Limitations, Prof. Thos. Davidson; Tues- 


day evening, subject to be announced, Dr. 
Harris, 


She Dewest Books, 


All books sent to Unity for review will be promptly 
acknowledged under this heading, and all that seem to 
be of special interest to the readers of Unity will re. 
ceive further notice, Any book in print will be mailed 
on receipt of price by the publishers of Unity, 
CHARLES H. Kerr & Co., 175 Dearborn st., Chicago. 


The Story of Early Britain.—By Alfred J. 
Church, M. A. New York: G. P. Putnam’s 
Sons; Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co. Cloth, 
12mo., pp. 282, $1.50. 

The New Priest in Conception Bay.—By 
Robert Lowell. Boston: Roberts Brothers; 
Chicago: A. C. McClurg & Co. Cloth, 12mo., 
Pp- 570, $1.50. 

Their Canoe 


—By Mary P. W. Smith. 
Boston: Roberts Brothers; Chicago: A. C. . 
McClurg & Co. Cloth, 12mo., pp. 260. 

Saint Theresa of Avila.—By Mrs. Bradley 
Gilman. Boston: Roberts Brothers; Chi- 
cago: A. C. McClurg & Co. Cloth, 16mo, 
pp. 203, $1.00. 

American War Ballads and Lyrics.— By 
George Cary Eggleston. New York: G. P. 
Putnam’s Sons. Chicago: A.C. McClurg & 
Co. Cloth, 2 vols., 18mo., $2.50. 

The Little Wicket Gate to Life. Guiding 
Thoughts for Young People. By John Page 
Hopps. London:Williams & Norgate. 

The Scope and Principles of the Evolution 
Foneneeny. By Lewis G. Janes. Boston: 
James H. West. Paper, 12mo., pp. 26, 10 
cents, ~ 


The Moral and Religious Aspects of Herbert 


Spencer’s Phil 


osophy. By Syloan Drey. 
Boston: James H. West. Paper, 12mo., 10 
cents, 
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Proofs of volution. 
BY NELSON C. PARSHALL. 


ConTENTs: Four great Factors of Evolution; Proofs 
from Geology; Proofs from Morphology; Proofs from 
Embryology; Proofs from Metamorphosis; Proofs 
from Rudimentary s; Proofs from Geographict. 
Distribution; Proofs from Discovered Links; Proofs 
from Artificial Breeding; Proofs from Reversion; 
Proofs from Mimicry; Spontaneous Generation: A Sum- 
mary of Evidence; Language and the Moral Sense. 
ek hae 


Pamphet, 36 Pages, 10 Cents. 
Address, | 


nition of the student which we like | 


192 Summer st., Mass 7 
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A SEAROH FOR AN INFIDEL. 


A SERMON PREACHED AT ALL SOULS CHURCH, 
CHICAGO, BY JENKIN LLOYD JONES, 


(Published by the Congregation.) 

“TI by my works will show thee my faith,’ 

—James, IT., 18, ? 

Some eighteen years ago, in the ear- 
lier years of my ministry, I was in the 
way of hearing much of a famous infi- 
del, who lived in the southwestern part 
of Wisconsin. He was an old pioneer, 
who had endured the privations of ter- 
ritorial life, acquired position and. influ- 
ence, drawn to him the free thinking 
element of the county, and they were 
accustomed to gather for many years 
on each Fourth of July in a great infi- 
del picnic, to commemorate the life of 
Thomas Paine and to study his words. 
These picnics became famous through- 
out that part of the State. The ablest 
speakers available were always em- 
ployed. Something like this were the 
reports that came to me through the 
lips of an old neighbor and admirer of 
this famous infidel. Preachers, after 
years of praying for him and arguing 
with him, had learned to leave him 
alone, to avoid him. I felt a growing 
curiosity to see this man. I wanted 
to look into his eyes, to feel of his 
hand, to see and hear for myself how 
a real infidel would look and _ talk. 
And so I started out ona journey of 150 
miles, forty or more of them over 
land, by one of those rickety old stages 
that are rapidly passing out of the 
world. Well do I remember the tre- 
mor and hesitation, the inward quaking 
with which I travelled over the beau- 
tiful rolling prairies of G County. 
How my inexperienced heart dreaded 
to meet him, and how I cudgelled my 
brain that long day, trying to find out 
what to say to that group of infidel 
farmers. For, I was to speak in the 
evening, in the little hall at the cross- 
road. This famous infidel was to be 
my deacon for the evening. For miles 
before I reached my destination, I en- 
countered, to my consternation, hand- 
bills tatked up on school-house doors 
and on the guide-boards, heralding my 
coming. When the stage arrived at 


the little village, the platform of the 


one tavern in the place was occupied 
with quite a group of curious people 
who had to come to see what kind of 
a preacher it was that Father W 
would be interested in. It was a chilly 
but bright and beautiful autumnal eve- 
ning, the sun was just setting in the 
West. They showed me the home- 
like farm-house in which my infidel 
dwelt, and I lost no time in, finding 
my way to him. I see the infidel now, 
in his white shirt sleeves, tall, erect, 
venerable, for he was nearing eighty, 
his long white hair gave him a prophet- 
~like appearance. I found him in his 
barn-yard with the sheep, cattle and 
horses pressing around him with the 
fearless familiarity that bespeaks kind 
attendance. So he came to me, his 
penetrating blue eye seemed to pierce 
quite through me. He did not quite 
feel at ease evidently in the presence of 
a preacher not bent on_ polemics, but 
when he found how much worse 
scared I was than he, his voice became 
very tender and his ways so fatherly. 
“Come to the house,” he said, “ I think 
you and I can talk without quarrelling.” 
They were precious hours and all too 
few that I spent in the presence of that 
independent soul. Hours in which he 
revealed to me his loneliness, and dis- 
closed his rich humanitarian interests, 
his love of liberty, which evidently had 
hardened in many spots into a stalwart 
defiance to conventionalism, and a 
severe intolerance of the intolerant. 
That evening’s discourse was a poor 
enough affair. I only remember that 
I had a keen sense. that I did not suc- 
ceed in saying the word most needed by 
such a man;he had lived deeper, longer, 
and in many directions. broader than I, 


young girls and boys loved the old 
man, how they snuggled up to him for 
a word, or a caress. It was like read- 
ing a chapter out of the gospel of St. 
John, to see how he knew by name 
each one of the turbulent raft of boys 
that come and go at such meetings. 
Sore with dissatisfaction with my- 
self, his words fell aS a benediction 
when he said, “If somebody had 
told me when I was a boy that a 
a preacher would be permitted to talk 


| like that, I think I would have been a 


preacher rs poy “ You would have 
been a good one if you had, I[ tell you,” 
responded a neighbor. “ When I was 
a boy,” he continued, “they read one 
out of the church, because he thought 
it more important to prove that a black 
man had a soul, than*to sing hallelujah 
tunes, because a few weren’t going to 
be burned forever with the great 
crowd.” Ihave never been at P 
since, but a dozen years later, or so, | 
assisted in the dedication of a soldier’s 
monument at the county-seat of that 
county, and I remember what a magnifi- 
cent record the town of P—— had 
written for itself during the war. 
Father W—— had been gathered to 
his rest, I was told, for many years, 
but I fancied that between the lines of 
that record, I could hear the ringing 
sentences of Paine’s “ Rights of man.” 
I fancied that those Fourth of July 
picnics that enforced the searching prin- 
ciples of the Age of Reason must have 
had something to do with the enkin- 
dling of that love of freedom in the 
hearts of the young men who marched 
away so willingly to die for the “ equal 
rights of men.” 

I went to see an infidel but didn’t 
find him. The very colts in the pasture 
denied the charge. However others on 
that noble prairie may have showed 
their faith without works, Father W—— 
showed his faith by his work. I have 
taken many a missionary trip since that 
one of eighteen years ago, but never 
one that left a more sacred and helpful 
memory, for there I learned with some- 
thing of the surprise of Peter in the cen- 
turion’s house, * that God is no respecter 
of persons, but that in every nation, 
they that work righteousness are 
accepted by Him,” although I had 
supposed I had known it before. 

I have been searching for infidels 
ever since. I have looked for them in all 
the advertised places, and I have found 
great profit in studying the lives of the 
famous ones. In all such I tind here 
and there delightful evidences of loy- 
alty, splendid consecration to truth, a 
divine thirst for progress. Perhaps 
my visit to P hastened my study 
of the dreaded “Tom Paine” himself. 
And I confess to you such a study has 
compelled my _ ever after saying 
“Thomas Paine.” For this infidel said 
“ Religion is man bringing to his 
Maker the fruits of his heart.” He 
“showed his faith by his work,” when 
General Washington ordered his leaf- 
let entitled the “ Crisis” officially read 
at the head of every regiment. A 
week later at the great battle of Tren- 
ton, the watchword was “ Paine’s 
word,” these are the times that try 
men’s souls. This infidel said “I be- 
lieve in one God and no more; and I 
hope for happiness beyond this life, I 
believe in the equality of man and that 
religious duties consist in doing justice, 
loving mercy and endeavoring to make 
our fellow creatures happy.” I have 
searched farther back among the still 
more famous infidels of the world and 
have been happily disappointed. Joseph 
Priestley was driven to the wilds of 
America because of his infidelity, but 
to-day his bronze statue decorates the 
Birm‘ngham street wherein he was once 
mobbed. Emerson and Parker were 
turned out and avoided for their infi- 
delity, but now great pains is taken to 
expunge the record of their expulsion 
because of their great faith. Calvin 
sought the burning of Servetus, but the 
fire warmed the lives of thousands, 
because it showed forth faithfulness. 
Socrates had to drink the hemlock be- 
cause, as it was said, “he spoke disre- 


but I found a sermon in seeing how the 


/spectful of the gods.” Jesus bore the 
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cross and died on it because of his in- 
fidelity, “he made himself equal with 
God,” but now, who does not exclaim, 
“greater faith have I not found, nay, 
not in all Israel.” 

In this connection I recall that won- 
derful picture of Victor Hugo, where 
the good bishop goes to see the dying 
conventionalist, the infidel whom every- 
body avoided. Once even the stout 
heart of the bishop quailed, and he 
turned back after starting, but the sec- 
ond time he went, he found a_ grand 
old man dying in the sunlight. This 
infidel confessed he “tore up the altar 
cloth, but it was to staunch the wounds 
of his country,” and the picture closes 


itual consolation, an officer of religion, 
kneeling before the dying infidel, beg- 
ging for his blessing, so tender, so de- 
vout was this soul, misunderstood, mis- 
interpreted and neglected. 

As with men so with institutions. I 
go in search of infidelity and am_al- 
ways disappointed, it is not where it 1s 
advertised. Christianity began as a 
circle of unbelievers, so said the par- 
ent church. Protestantism was an- 
athematised as a heresy. Methodism, 
Quakerism, Puritanism, Unitarianism, 
Universalism, each in their turn wore 
the brand of infidelity; but they de- 
nied the charge in the most effectual 
way possible, they proved “ their faith 
by their works.” But, alas! each in 
their turn, and no exceptions can be 
made for the last two named, were all 
too prompt in forgetting their own 
tutoring, and so they turned around 
and joined the doleful procession of 
heresy hunters. They joined in chant- 
ing the miserable song of persecution 
and delighted in the doleful work of 
excluding the infidels. Friends, if his- 
tory proves anything, it proves. that the 
infidels, according to the ecclesiastical 
decrees of men, are and always have 
been the prophets of God. The un- 
believers of the day have been the be- 
lievers of the cexturzes, they are the 
luminous points in the chapters that tell 
of man’s progress. 

W hat, then you ask, is there no infi- 
delity? Are there no infidels? Alas! 
yes, too much and too many. He 1s 
infidel who is unfaithful to the light, 
who is distrustful of the divine leadings 
of reason and conscience; he is infidel 
who believes in policy more than in 
principle, who trusts schemes more than 
character. He is infidel whose passion 
for success outruns the high conditions 
of the only success that is desirable. 
That is infidelity that lowers a high 
flag and runs up a poorer and a nar- 
rower one for the sake of peace or 
prosperity. That is infidelity that rims 
his companionship with a dogma and 
gives no fellowship beyond the sweep 
of his doctrine. That is infidelity that 
says one thing and means another for 
fellowship’s or peace’s sake. That is 
infidelity that professes God with the 
lips and denies Him with the heart. 
Every mean trick, every sneaking plot 
in finance, in politics or in religion be- 
speaks an infidelity dangerous in its 
method and disastrous in its results. 
The infidelity that is to be dreaded is 
not the child of philosophy, but the off- 
spring of dishonesty. It is not so often 
a denial of God as an ignoring of Him; 
not a deliberate rejection, but a constant 
forgetting of the divine Presence. The 
priests of this infidelity are not the men 
of science, but the sinful passions. That 
is infidelity that discards the voice of 
God in the conscience, that subordinates 
the welfare of society or the interests of 
humanity to the greed of office and the 
mammon of wealth. Would you find 
the infidels, go in search of the ignor- 
ant, the selfish and the arrogant. The 
great arch-infidel of to-day is he who 
arrogates to himself the title of “Vicar 
of God” and bewails: that justice is at 
last being done to the memory of Gior- 
dano Bruno, the great believer who 300 
years ago was burned as an infidel. 
The cruel man is the infidel. Whoso 
wantonly steps upon a worm, is darkly 
alien from God. He is infidel who dis- 
trusts the promptings of reason and is 


afraid to follow truth and justice into 


with him who came to administer spir- | 


exile, unpopularity and whatever of 
popular defeat may be demanded. If 
you want to avoid infidelity be as honest 
as daylight. Be as sincere ag nature: 
be as broad as the ever widening realms 
of human knowledge and open as the 
love of God. If you want to avoid in- 
fidelity seek to ally yourself to good- 
ness, put yourself in league with excel- 
lence and be patient with the limitations 
of men. But let it be the patience that 
knows no compromise, as unbending as 
the multiplication table, as divinely true 
and constant as the needle of the com- 
pass. | 

I tell you, friends, the headquarters 
of infidelity are in the saloon, in the 
gambling dens and in the courts of 
artificiality, and not in the laboratory of 
the scientist, or the library of the 
philosopher or the philanthropist. Your 
skepticism that is blighting is born out 
of your gossiping small talk rather than 
out of your study of evolution or your 
familiarity with the thought of Darwin 
or Spencer. He is always infidel to 
God who is a heresy hunter and dares 
exclude the sincere and loyal from the 
circle of his fellowship or from the 
home of the devout. 

A great organ has in it from two to 
three thousand pipes, these are ready to 
respond to the player’s touch, in count- 
less variations, by means of stops and 
keys and pedals, and still the music is 
not in this wonderful complexity of 
pipes, but it is in the heart and brain of 
the musician. How long must he 
blunder and stumble among the keys 
before harmony begins to “flow rit fe 
them. How inadequate even yet are his 
combinations; how far short of the ideal 
possibilities did even Beethoven fall. 
And still how far along is the child 
who after much striving can sound the 
scale on that organ. Let not even 
Beethoven himself fix a boundary as to 
where music either begins or ends. 

How feeble a simile is this of the 
grandest man-made organ to the mighty 
orchestrion’of nature, how delicate are 
her higher notes, how majestic her 
thorough-base, how infinite the combi- 
nations of her stops, how endless her 
keys. Her bellows are inflated with 
winds that sweep over snowy mountain 
ranges, her tremulos are agitated"by the 
mighty waves of ocean. Her pedals 
connect the centuries, and her stops 
combine the nations; and stiil the music 


cerned, is not in this cosmic organ, but 
in the soul of man. To bring forth 
music out of this mighty organ is the 
mission of religion. How imperfect 
and finite are the highest sonatas of the 
spiritual Beethovens and Mendelsshons 
and how beautiful and significant are 
the halting fingerings of the most in- 
fantile soul upon this key-board of the 
universe. Let no one presume to fix 


religion of the soul, begins or ends. To 
attempt to fix such limits on either side 
is infidelity. 

Time forbids further elaboration of 
these tempting analogies. I conclude 
with the question, Is not that the 
blighting infidelity of our day which 
undertakes to put a rim around the 
boundless, and to limit the limitless? 
Your bigot is always, so far, an infidel, 
your sectarian is alway, so far, an infidel. 
Such are all disloyal, unfaithfui to the 
spirit of progress, to the solidarity of 
the race, to the omnipresent God. He 


has most love of man in his soul; he is 
most susceptible to the pieties of the 
heart who stands with the outcast, who 
fellowships with the excluded, who is 
willing, if need be, to share the crumbs 
of Lazarus,-and anxious to carry a gob- 
let of cold water to cool the parched 
tongue of Dives. 

I went the lony distance to find an 
infidel, I returned to find him nearer 
home in my own narrowness, in my 
own prejudices, in my own conceit, in 
my own cowardice. 


NATIONAL SELFISHNESS. 


“*He is he, Iam I,” By this we 


know that the earth falls asunder. bei 
old.”— Rosetti, ~ 


of the universe, so far as we are con- 


the limit where tlts music of life, the 


is most faithful to the spirit of God who 
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UNITY. 


| Dec. 28, 1889 


. Botes from the ‘Field, 


Phfladelphia, Penn.—On Thursday evening 
December 12th, the “council” of the Unita- 
rian club of Philadelphia, extended to its 
members, on the occasion of the first social 
meeting of the club, a reception in the parlors 
of the First church (Rev. Mr. May’s), the use 
of which had been tendered the club with the 
usual hospitality of the society over which 
Dr. Furness and later Mr. May have for so 
many years had charge. About 125 members 
of the club were present, representing much 
of the life of the churches in Philadelphia, 
Germantown, Camden, Wilmington, Vineland, 
Woodbury and other near by societies. The 
club now numbers over 200 members, all Uni- 
tarians, and there are many more names not 
yet acted on by the committee on member- 
ship. The object of the club being to foster 
and promote friendly social relations among 
the Unitarian societies of Philadelphia and vi- 
cinity, it is hoped that much good may be ac- 
complished. The club has four social and five 
business meetings—alternating on the second 
Thursdays of each month, except June, July 
and August, the social gatherings being in 
December, February, April and October. 
The following is the “council” for 1890: 
President, E. Coleman; Vice-Presidents, H. 


W. Littlefield) Mrs. R. F. Avery; ‘Treasurer, 


F. R. Tobey; Secretary, H. L. Child, (824 N. 
Second St.,Philadelphia.) Committee, John G. 
Horey, Theo L. Warrington, Dr. Edward 
Jackson, Mrs. M. T. Mason, Miss L. H. Tobey. 
Many people are Unitarians without knowing 
the fact, and as such excellent awakening was 
done by the conference, it is hoped that 
through this club these same people may be 
kept alive to the fact and not allowed to return 
to that state of mind which believes a Unita- 


rian an infidel and a heretic, Rev. Narcisse Cyr, 


of Paris, addressed the Germantown society 
on Sunday morning, and at the close of the 
services sufficient funds were subscribed by 
some of the gentlemen present to educate one 
young Frenchman for the liberal ministry in 
France. The Rev. Mr. Cyr stated $500 (the 
amount subscribed) would be required for the 
necessary expenses of a four years’ course. 
He also stated there were thirty societies of 
Liberals—U nitarians—in France with no min- 
isters, and that to do effective work there min- 
isters should be Frenchmen, Here is a good 
field. Mr, Cyr is here (as is well known) as 
delegate from the Liberal churches of France, 
and intends to speak in many places in the 
cause of “ funds for educating Frenchmen for 
the Liberal ministry in France.” =H. W. L. 


Providence, R. L—We have made mention 
of the dedication Dec. 1, of Bell St. Chapel in 
Providence. From the dedicatory address by 
Mrs. Anna Garlin Spencer we take the fol- 
lowing: “ And in that spirit I would say for 
myself that I hold it s sacred obligation, alike 
of friendship for Mr. Eddy and of fideiity to the 
religious needs of the hour, not to dwarf the 
movement which will bear his name by any- 
thing in him smaller than his best; to link it 
in fraternal association with every other move- 
ment in this community which stands for the 
rationalizing of thought, the purifying of mor- 
als, and the culture of the upsoaring ideal of 
man. And for the trustees I am permitted to 
say that they pledge themselves to an earnest 
and sincere attempt to emphasize in this en- 
terprise those elements of Mr. Eddy’s commis- 
sion which promise greatest fruitfulness for 
good in this community. To Mr. Eddy’s 
thought, as to that of many of the world’s 
greatest minds, the word religion connoted 
more than the name of any one system of re- 
ligion, whether Christian or other. Hence 
the society which we trust will here be inaug- 
urated must be a church of the Universal 
Spirit, and not a band of followers of any one 
religious leader. But@ecause of this the em- 
phasis need not be one of antagonism. For to 
Mr. Eddy’s thought, as to that of the devout 
of all times and creeds, ‘The Eternal God is 
nigh unto all that call upon Him,’ by any 
name. And hence this little chapel may feel 
itself in the full current of 

‘“*That stream of faith, whose source is God, 
Whose sound the sound of prayer ; 


Whose meadows are the holy lives 
Upspringing everywhere,” 

Eau Claire, Wis—A new Unity Church 
was dedicated in this place on Sunday last, 
Dec. 22. It is the result of two years’ faithful 
ministry by Rev. dey? oss Maxson, he living 
twenty miles away at Menomonie and preach- 
ing at Eau Claire every Sunday evening. The 
day of dedication was marked by three ser- 
vices. Asermon in the morning by the pas- 
tor, Henry D. Maxson, a sermon in the after- 
noon by John R. Effinger of Chicago, and one 
in the evening by Henry M. Simmons of 
Minneapolis, at which time came the dedicat- 
ory service proper, J. R, Effinger and T. B. 
Forbush taking part. The Eau Claire choir 
sang appropriate selections in the morning and 
afternoon, and in the evening the Menomonie 
choir with its orchestral accompaniment dis- 
pensed inspiring music. A large delegation 
was brought over in a special car from Me- 
nomonie. The church was so densely crowd- 
ed that many were turned away, not finding 
standing room. The people and the minister 
are to be congratulated. They have a cosy 
beautiful church-home at a cost of some four 
thousand dollars. It is built of stone, brick 
and wood. The interior finish is in admirable 
taste, the soft, warm colors, of wood-work and 
walls and ceiling and carpeted floor blending 
in delightful harmony. — 


In Memoriam. —On Monday morning, Dec. 
16, the Unitarian circle of Keokuk, Iowa, was 


sorely. bereaved in the death of Mrs. E. H. 
Pittman, wife of Mr. G. W. Pittman, and 
eldest born of the late Dr. Freeman and Mrs. . 
Emily Knowles, old residents of Keokuk and 
pioneers in the Unitarian movement in that 
city, their house the hospitable home of the 
wandering minister. Mrs, Pittman was a 
staunch Unitarian, for many years president 
of the Ladies’ society of the Keokuk church, 
and a constant reader of Unity. But her 
sympathies were broad and inclusive. She 
is mourned not only by her own family and in 
herown church but by a large circle of friends 
in all the churches. She had every good 
cause at heart, and from the old colored man 
who brought to her his political perplexities 
and learned from her how to cast his vote, to 
the young candidate for the pulpit, she was a 
trusted counsellor and friend. Though for 
years in failing health, the vigor of her mind 
was unimpaired, and her interest in daily life 
and her love for the beauty of the world were 
unabated. She had looked death steadily in 
the face for six years but her courage was un- 
wavering to the last, and she went away ina 
calm trust in the Eternal Goodness. — 


Boston.— Unity clubs and guilds will be en- 
couraged by the public meetings held here 
last week. Several societies near Boston have 
both a large Unity club and a small guild of 
young persons. Each in its special work is a 
valuable help to the church. . 

—The Monday club discussed guilds and edu- 
cational clubs. It turns out that both circles 
adapt themselves to their own church and acen- 
tered union of either class of organizations is 
hard to be formed. Yet with time all the 
forces may be united in one common bureau. 
—The Sunday School Union has discussed 
Unity clubs and guilds. 

—With the new year Lend a Hand will il- 
lustrate its pages with some portrait engrav- 
ings. Father Damien’s face will appear in 
the January number and the head of Rev. 
Joseph Tuckerman, the pioneer Minister at 
Large, will follow. 

—The first fall of snow gave us two days of 
sleighing and four days of muddy streets. 
—One of Rev. Phillips Brooks’ most useful 
charities is to introduce into safe boarding 
places young women just arriving at our rail- 
road stations, in search of employment in the 
city. 

Wilmington, Del—Rev. Wm. H. Johnson 
was installed pastor of the First Unitarian 
Church of Wilmington, Dec. 17. The after- 
noon was devoted to a conference meeting, at 
the close of which “ there was a social gather- 
ing in the church and a bountiful collation to 
which all visitors were cordially invited.” 
Eleven ministers were present. ‘The installa- 
tion sermon was preached by Rev. M. J. Sav- 
age of Boston, Rev. J. H. Clifford gave the 
hand of fellowship and the charge to the min- 
ister, and Rev. Wm. P. Tilden the installation 
prayer and charge to the people. A corre- 
spondent writing of the interesting occasion, 
says: ‘The papers read by Mr. George W. 


Stone of Washington, and Miss Gertrude B. | 


Magill of Wilmington, and Messrs. Clifford 
and Nichols of Germantown and Philadelphia 
were able and listened to with attention. The 
church was full afternoon and evening with 
people from Philadelphia, New Jersey, Balti- 
more and many places. The kind hospitality 
in this city, where Unitarianism is but little 
known, extended to the visitors with such 
warm hearts, deserves mention, and the local 
committee of arrangements is to be thanked.’ 


Quincy, 0L—The church at Quincy, II, is 
aliveand at work in earnest. Rev. Charles 
F. Bradley is doing excellent service. His 
clear, logical, forcible sermons on practical re- 
ligion, the religion of every day life which 
goes to the upbuilding of character, are highly 
appreciated by a rapidly growing congrega- 
tion. Young men and young women come 
to hear him Sunday after Sunday to learn how 
to live. The working branches of the church 
were never better organized. The “ Ladies’ 
Industrial Society,” the oldest in usefulness, 
keeps its ranks full and raises funds for church 
and Sunday-school decoration. The “ Mon- 
day Club” not only assists financially, but de- 
velops the beaeniale and musical ability of the 
younger people. The “Unity Club” com. 
mands fine papers and discussions from its 
thinking men and women. Two or three 
groups of “King’s Daughters” are working 
at the Golden Rule, and recently, the “Wom- 
an’s Alliance” has been launched with a 
strong and earnest crew. 


North Platte, Neb—We get a good word 
from this missionary station where the only 
regular ministry is that of the laity, “The 
Sunday School is constantly growing in inter- 
est,’ writes our correspondent. “I am rent- 
ing our building now and am trying to 
save all the money we get for a minister's 
fund, so when you have a man for us 


we can at once say what we can do the, 


first year towards his salary. [ have as- 
surance from the ladies through Mrs. Cogs- 
well that eastern women stand ready to help 
us. So we are not discouraged yet. I wish 
we could do something for the Western ¢on- 
ference.” 

—There is a pathetic interest in these words 
of an earnest woman at this frontier post, who 
though full of care for her own house, finds 
time to do much for the little Unitarian house- 
hold gathered there. Unity sends Christmas 
gre ng to her and the faithful band around 

er. : 


Lawrence, Kansas.—An interesting letter 
comes from Father John S. Brown in refer- 
ence to his P. O. Mission work. He says he 
did not -know until recently that he was in- 


distributed. 


debted to the Women’s Western Unitarian 
Conference for seventy-five copies of Mr, 
Savage’s sermons, which have come to him 
weekly for the past year and have been wisel 

He herewith desires to renew his 
application to the W.W. U. C. for fifty 
copies per week of said sermons. He writes: 
‘]T have thought that seventy-five per week 
were more than my share. I would be content 
with fifty. I hope this number will be contin. 
ued. Thus far since May 1, I have received 
from all sources $62.12, and have paid out 
$63.92. I might do more work if I had more 
means. If the Women’s Western Unitarian 
Conference could let me have three or four 
hundred of the Unity Tracts 
be glad.” 


Saint Louis.—At the last meeting of the 
St. Louis Unitarian Club there was a good at- 
tendance and an interesting programme. Mr. 
E. S. Rowse presided and Mr, J. B. Case read 
a suggestive paper on “ The Aim of Unitarian 
Sunday Schools.” The Club was favored 
with the presence of Rev. Messrs. Utter of 
Chicago, Roberts of Kansas City, and Stevens 
of Alton as guests, who participated in the 
discussion. Learning through Prof. Ives 
that the School of Fine Arts was short of 
funds to keep its galleries open free to the 
public on Sunday afternoons, the money was 
then and there raised for this object. It was 
evidently considered good Unitarian mission- 
ary work. 


Hubbardston, Mass,—Rev. Geo, F. Clark 
resigned his pastorate here in October. Hav 
ing reached the age of seventy years he pro- 
poses to leave the more active work of the 
ministry to younger men. He is succeeded by 
Rev. F. O. Eggleston of Poughkeepsie, N.Y,, 
who is giving excellent satisfaction. This an- 
cient society, dating its organization as far 
back as 1770, is to be congratulated on its 
good prospect for future usefulness. 


Gardner, Mass.—The church in this grow- 
ing town is among the younger organizations 
of our faith. Ata recent sale a good sum of 
money was raised towards finishing the rooms 
attached to the new church building designed 
for social purposes. ‘The preparations for the 
coming Christmas Festival concert by the 
choir and Sunday-school are well under way, 
arranged by the minister Rev. W. C. Litch- 
field. 


Wichita, Kansas.— We have received copies 
of “ Lessons from Genesis” for Dec. 15 and 
Dec. 22, showing careful and systematic work 
in the Unitarian Sunday-school of Wichita. 
The topics treated are “The Creation of 
Woman” and “The Garden of Eden.” The 
“lesson thought” is first drawn out and then 
eight questions are propounded under each 
head with a half dozen lines of hints and 
suggestions to help the learners, 


Alton, [ll.—Rev. Henry D. Stevens of the 
Unitarian Church has been discussing the 
timely topic, ‘What shall we do with our 
idle and incorrigible boys and girls.” Says a 
local paper: “ The address was a very timely 
one, and was highly praised by those hearing 
it,and Mr. Stevens deserves the thanks of 
our citizens for his able presentation of the 
subject.” 


Templeton, Mass.—This “ light upon a hill” 
s burning brightly, maintaining the influence 
in the community it has exerted for a long 
period of years. Rev. N. Seaver, Jr., for- 
merly Davenport, Iowa, ministers to the 
people very acceptably. 


Jamestown, N. ¥.—The local papers report 
great interest in a series of sermons by Rev. 
Henry Frank, of the Independent Church, on 
the general subject, “Why did Mr. Moody 
fail to awaken a general religious awakening 
in Jamestown?” 
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She Hous. 


GIRONELLE (LAP 80NG), 


Sleep, baby, sleep, 

For out in the fold 

I hear little sheep— 

The black and the white 

Saying “‘ Baby, good night! 

Good night, dear baby, good night!” 


So baby must close 

Her dear little eyes, 

Or, may be, who knows? 

Perhaps she might see 

A black lamb or white, 

Come running so light 

To nibble the toes 

As pink as a rose 

Of my dear Isabel, 

My darling, my darling, 

My sweet Isabel. 
a from the French for Baby Chandler, by 


THE NORTH STAR’S STORY. 


“Yes,” said. the North Star, “Il am 
brighter to-night than usual, and indeed 
there is good cause, for I have just re- 
ceived back into my bosom a true 
human heart.” 

“A human heart? Is that such a 
heart as mine?” asked the little boy. 

“Yes; but this one that came back 
to me to-night had lived in the world 
longer than yours has.” 

“ But why did it come to you?” 

“Why?” and the star almost forgot 
to twinkle in amazement. “Didn’t you 
know that human hearts all live on the 
stars first and go down to the earth 
when people are born and come back to 
us when they die?” 

The little boy admitted that he did 
not know it, and the star went on. 
“Yes indeed!” and when a true noble 
heart comes back we always burn 
brighter. And now, if you'll sit still 
I'll tell you the story of this heart that 
came to-night and made me so much 
brighter that you noticed it and asked 
me the reason. 

It was a man’s heart, and it went 
from me a long time ago, long before 
you were born. I did not wish it to 
go, but another heart, a woman’s whom 
it loved, had been obliged to go several 
years before, and this one was so full 
of longing that the King said it too, 
might go and seek its friend. So it 
went, and for a long time I did not see 
anything of it; for we stars cannot see 
any of our children on the earth unless 
they wish to see us, then we can look 
through clouds and houses, anything, if 
only they wish it. 

ne night I heard my name spoken, 
and looking down I saw his eyes fixed 
upon me and heard him say—* That is 
my star, friends, the North Star, not so 
bright as some, but true and fixed, the 
North Star is my Star.” 

The next time that I saw him I was 
very happy, for I saw not only him but 
her, the woman’s heart that he had 
gone to seek. He was telling her that 
I was his star, and, as she looked up to 
me, she said to herself, so softly that he 
did not hear, ‘ You are my star also.’ 
After that they were often together 
and often looked. up at me and I saw 
that they were very happy. 

Then he had to go away and for al- 
most a year I saw them both every 
night, for they would look up toward 
me even if they could not see me and 
throw to me, sometimes one, sometimes 
a dozen kisses and say—‘ Take them, 
_O star, and give them to my true love. 

Then I saw them together again. 
He was taking her away from her 
home to his and they were very happy 
and threw kisses at me.” | 

Another year went by, during which 
I saw them occasionally, every night 
when they were separated, for they al- 
— sent love and kisses by me. 

.nd then one night I sent one heart 
to the earth and took another back, 
sent one for their child and took her’s. 
After she had come to me he came out 
of the house into the-open air where he 
could see me, and looking up and reach- 
ing out his arms, he cried—* O, star! O, 
home of my darling, guard her well, 
keep her safe till I come to join her.” 
Then with trembling hand he threw me 
a kiss, which she, as she lay on my 
bosom, caught. 


| 


After that I saw him every night, for 
every night he sent a kiss and his love 
to her. And before long two kisses 
used to come, one from him and one 
from the little child whom he taught 
to look up to me and throw a kiss. 
Thus ten years passed, and never a 
night without the two kisses. 

Then he came out alone a_ second 
night. I was brighter, for I had re- 
ceived back another of my children, and 
as he looked up to me, he said—* QO, 
star! home of my loved ones, be good 
to them till I come to jointhem.” Then 
with both hands he threw kisses to the 
mother and child, which they caught 
as they lay upon my bosom. 

Another ten long years passed and 
every night brought the two kisses, one 
for the mother and one for the child.” 

The star stopped and the little boy 
thought it twinkled very hard and he 
knew he winked very hard to keep the 
tear back. Atdast he asked—* Is that 
all?” 

“ No,” answered the star, “ after that 
there was a plague in a land a long 
way over the sea and they needed 


nurses to care for the sick. So this. 


man went and nursed many back to 
life, and among them a certain little 
boy’s father. On ‘the very day that 
the little boy’s father reached home, the 
man who had nursed him died and his 
heart came up to me and made me so 
bright that you noticed it.” 

The little boy could not keep the 
tears back any longer and cried so hard 
that his mother had to come and hold 
him till he went to sleep. 

E. G. BRown., 


SHARE WITH THE BIRDS. 


Germany and Norway are not the. 


only countries where the birds are re- 
membered with a share of the good 
things in the winter. A friend writes 
from New Hampshire, where snows 
are deep in December: 


“I wish you could see the barberry 


bush in front of our house. We left 


some of the berries for the birds, and 


the bright scarlet of their gracefully 
hanging clusters, standing out upon 
the frail, thorny, brown branches, set 
off against the pure white snow, makes 
a brilliant bit of a picture.” 


The Faith of Faiths and its 
F oundations.—| Former title, “Show 
us the re gone The Change 
of Front of the Universe, Minot J. Sav- 
age; The Fullness of God, Samuel R. 
Calthrop; The Unity of God, Henry 
M. Simmons; The Revelations of God, 
John W. Chadwick; The Faith of Eth- 
ics, William C. Gannett; Religion from 


the Near End, Jenkin Lloyd Jones. 


Paper 16mo. 170 pages, 50 cents. 


Six sermons by six grand voices, In walk- 
ing with them through their discourses one 
can hardly keep his eye from the Father, but 
the Charms of the devine face will be so great 


that the study will be only that of transform- , 


ing ecstacy. The soul will be lifted toa higher 
moral atmosphere without being alienated 
from earth or even wishing to be. Jesus 
brought the Father down to men. So do 
these discourses. There is no companionship 
like that which God himself embodies. Each 
here in earth, may have that companionship 
and needs to have.—Herald of Gospel Liberty. 


A volume of very brilliant discourses from 
prominent Western and Eastern Unitarians. 
It is neatly printed and will be read with in- 
terest for its literary attractions.—TZhe Univer- 
salist. 


There is a unity of purpose and thought 
running through these papers, which is to 


demonstrate the being, unity and fullness of 


God. As the names they bear indicate, each 
of these papers is a masterpiece of eloquent 
writing.—Christian at Work. 


Interesting for the free thought and fervor 
which brighten and warm its pages.—TZhe 
Inquirer, London. | 


An excellant summary of the best an 
most characteristic thought ofourage,....a 
striking and significant vara of what the 
New Faith tends to produce,—its fearlessness, 
its utter sincerity, the absence of all special 
pleading, its poetry its eloquence, its zeal and 
ove for humanity.—Chrisiian Register. 


Any book advertised by us will be sent prepaid by mail 
or express om receipt of price. For Fhe cash with 
order, we will send books to the amount of $5.00 at 
advertised prices, and Unity one year free; offer 
applying both to renewals and new subscriptions. 


Address” : ; 
CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publish 


175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


OUR HEREDITY FROM GOD. 


LECTURES ON EVOLUTION, 
BY E. P. POWELL. 


y 


EXTRACTS FROM LETTERS AND REVIEWS. 


“The work should do much toward dispelling. the popular notion of the 
irreligiousness of the doctrine of evolution. I wish it might find its way into the 
hands of every thoughtful reader.”—JOHN BURROUGHS. 


“Tam thrilled, uplifted, and almost entranced by a glimpse into it, and by 
the conviction that at last some one has materialized conceptions that have been 
floating in the background of my own vision for a year or two past. It is just 
such a book as I felt was coming—must come.- Here is found solid ground.”— 
Dr. C. T. STOCKWELL, author of ‘‘ Evolution of Immortality.” | 

In a later note the doctor says, ‘‘I will go one step further than Burroughs, 
and wish it might be in the hands of every reader in Aiaerica, that he might 
become intelligent.” 

“IT am simply fascinated with your work—its splendid logic and beautiful 
arrangement.’’—Rev. CHARLES VoysEy, London. » 


¢¢ . . . . . 
I thank you exceedingly for your able and interesting book. I believe it 
must do a great deal of good.” —JOHN FISKE. 
¢¢ : “ 

One does not always open a book treating on the moral aspects of evolution 
with an anticipation of pleasure or instruction. Mr. Powell’s book is both 
deeply interesting and scientifically valuable.’’—‘‘ Science’’ (devotes/over a 
column to it.) | 

é¢ * . © + . 

Altogether the book is the most cogent, candid, and absorbingly interesting 
of the many discussions of this momentous doctrine, by a thinker who both sees 
and states clearly its tremendous import.”—‘* Chicago Times.”’ 

é< . . . - ’ - . 

Mr. Powell combines in himself the personality of a scientist and a theolog- 
ian. He has omitted nothing essential to the unfolding of his whole scheme— 
a schemethat is more complete than that of any other author we know. In lit- 
erary method, perspicuity, command of philosophic language, and clear concep- 


tion, Mr. Powell ranks among the ablest writers on this and kindred topics.”— 
Utica “ Herald.” 


‘‘ It comes nearer being the hand-book of evolution, adapted to those who not 
only are looking for aclear summary of the evidences of evolution in the phy- 
sical world, but are anxious to know its bearings upon morals and religion, 
than any book we know of.”—‘‘ Unity,” Chicago. 


‘ This interesting volume should command the attention of both the scientific 
and literary public. Every reader, whatsoever his belief, will find much food 
for thought and material for employment in the author’s handling of his fasci- 
nating theme.”—‘‘ Boston Commonwealth.” 


is ; | . 
It must be acknowledged that a more absorbing or abler discussion of a 
momentous theme has seldom appeared.”—‘‘ Chicago Evening Journal.” 


‘’ Mr. Powell is master of a charming estate (as we can personally testify) in 
one of the most lovely and fertile districts of central New York. Here are 
the kindly and well-kept horses, the handsome and intelligent horned cattle of 
choice breeds, the cheerful cocks and hens that strut their little day or run con- 
fidingly to their master’s sympathy at need; the four playful cats, ‘ Gladstone’ 
and the rest, that lie in wait for him in the hedge, and leap out to greet him in 
turn at milking-time; above all, the preserve of singing-birds that innocently 
share his fruit and comfort him with their cheery song. And so, with a keen 
and friendly observation, like White of Selborne’s, only more reflective and 
instructed, he finds his studies of Nature at first hand in this varied 
and entertaining family, and. his anecdotes of animal intelligence, heredity, 
Or spontaneous variation, are notes from his own journal of this fascinating 
companionship. It needs not to tell the quality of interest which is given thus 
to a large portion of the book. Darwin’s own are, in this line, the only ones we 
know of that can compare with it in that regard. The author keeps also a very 
level head in the rather slippery and difficult path of speculative opinion.” — 
Rev. Dr. JOSEPH HENRY ALLEN, in “‘ Unitarian Review.” 


. It is the most striking and persuasive presentation of the question of immor- 
tality I have ever read. The chapter on that subject is a fitting conclusion to a 


work so strong, healthful and inspiring.” —CELIA P. WOOLLEY, author of “* Love 
and Theology.” 


—“*The author is a well-known lover of horticulture, and the book contains a 
vast amount of material of great interest to horticulturists. The book is, in fact, 
an encyclopedia.”’—‘‘Gardener’s Monthly.” 


‘* These lectures are as remarkable a combination as we have ever seen in a 
wide reading of evolutionary literature of forcible exposition of Darwinism and 
of clear and sound morality. 


best popular manuals of evolution.”—* Literary World,” Boston. 


_ “We commend the volume most heartily to our readers. They will find in 
it new and suggestive thoughts, and, while not always agreeing, they cannot 
fail to admire his clear style and broad vision.” —*‘ The Press,” Philadelphia. 


** There is a cumulative interest from the first to the last. At every step he 
adds something entirely individual, of observation, argument, or illustration. 
But in the chapters, ‘ Ethics the Aim of Evolution,’ and ‘ The Self that is higher 
than Ourselves,’ we find the real purpose of the whole discussion. These 
chapters soar and sing.”—* Christian Register.” 


“Oft renewed reading of your book has led me to believe that it lays down 
lines upon which the religious thought of the future will work. It gives what 
Robert Elsmere wanted—a clear, logical answer to the darkest doubts, and a 
firm, broad ground upon which will safely rest a faith which is not intellectual 
suicide. . . Is it not wonderful that three such books as “ Our Heredity,” 
“Robert Elsmere” and “ John Ward, Preacher” should have been wrought 
out almost simultaneously? ‘They have come to do yeoman’s work. I do not 
know the date of the appearance of each, but it seems to me that your work, 


coming to me before I heard of either of the other two, is a fitting complement 
to each, to both.”—E. W. PrErky. 3 


Cloth, 12mo,, +16 pages, retail $1.75, to Unity Subscribers $1.37. 
Postage |3 ‘cents. 


CHARLES H. KERR & CO., PUBLISHERS, 
175 Dearborn Street, CHICAGO. 
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Dec. 28, 1889 


Aunoungements, 


CHICAGO CALENDAR. 


CHURCH OF THE MeEss1auH.—Corner Michi- 
gan avenue and Twenty-third street. David 
Utter, minister. Services at 10:45 A. M. 


Unity Cuurcu.—Corner Dearborn avenue 
and Walton place. Thomas G. Milsted, min- 
ister. Sunday services at 10:45 A. M. 


THIRD UNITARIAN CHURCH. — Corner 
Monroe and Laflin streets. James Vila Blake, 
minister. Sunday services at I1:00 A. M. 
Sunday, Dec. 29, Mr. Blake will preach on 
“ Laura Bridgman.” Sunday-school at 10:00 
A, M. 


ALL Souts CuHurcH.—Corner Oakwood 
boulevard and Langley avenue, . Jenkin Lloyd 
Jones, minister. Sunday services at 11 A M. 
Sunday school at 9:30 A. M. Teachers’ meet- 
ing every Friday evening at 7:45. 

Unity Cuurcu, Hinsdale.-—Herbert Taft 
Root, minister. Sunday services at 10:45 
A. M. 

HoLLAND LIBERAL RELIGIOUS SOCIETY, 
Curran Hall, 350 Blue Island ave., near 14th 
street. Rev. David Utter will preach Sunday 
evening, Dec. 29, at 7:30. Sunday-school at 
2:30 P.M. 


WANTED for adoption—a baby girl under 
two years of age, with blue or grey eyes; light 
or brown hair. Will be given a pleasant 
home and loving care. Mrs. J., Unity Office. 


Don’t fail to see the Music Holder adver- 
tised in another column of this paper. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENTS. 
THE WESTERN CONFERENCE ENDOWMENT 
FUND. 

Amount previously acknowledged 
i UBUS NOV. Bisse ccc. 15,375 
J. M. Good, St. Louis, Mo.....--.- 200 
Silas Hubbard, Kalamazoo, Mich. .- 500 
$16,075 


‘Brown’s Bronchial Troches.” 
For Bronchial, Asthmatic and Pulmonary Com- 
plaints, ‘‘BROWN’s BRONCHIAL TROCHES” have 
remarkable curative properties, 25c. a box. 


If the Sufferers from Consumption, 
Scrofula, and General Debility, will try Scott’s Emul- 
sion of Pure Cod Liver Oil, with Hypophosphites, 
they will find immediate relief and a permanent benefit. 
Dr. H. V. Mott, Brentwood, Cal., writes: ‘‘I have 
used Scott’s Emulsion with great advantage in cases of 
Phthisis, Scrofula and Wasting Diseases genérally It 
is very palatable,”’ ; 


LIBERTY AND LIFE, the new book by E. 
P. Powell, author of “Our Heredity from 
God,” is now ready. Price for cloth edition, 
“5 cents. The paper edition of “ Liberty and 
Life ” will not be sold at any price but will 
be given toany UNITy subscriber sending us a 
new name for a year with $1.00 before Jan. I. 


A coop story for girls is “Jack ’s Afire” or 
“The Burton Torch,” by Florence M. Camp- 
bell, a large 12mo. volume of 425 pages, beau- 
tifully and substantially bound, reduced in 
price from $1.5c to $1.00. Toclose out our 
present stock of this book before Christmas 
we will send three copies to any one address, 
prepaid, for $2.00. 


A STANDARD book at half price is “ Free- 
dom and Fellowship in Religion,” over 400 
pages of lectures and addresses delivered from 
the platform of the Free Religious Association 
by such writers as Abbot, Wasson, Potter, 
Frothingham, Higginson, Weiss, Samuel 
Johnson, Lucretia Mott, Wendell Phillips, 
Ralph Waldo Emerson, Julia Ward Howe and 
W.C. Gannett. Retail price $1.50, our price. 
including postage, 75 cents. 

See also advertisement of these and other 
books in other columns of this paper. Remem- 
ber that our prices include prepayment of 
postage or expressage by us, when the money 
is sent wlth the order. Address 

CHARLES H. KERR & Co., Publishers, 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


J. T. Shayne 
& Co., 


Fur Manufacturers, 
191 AND 193 STATE STREET, 
CHICAGO, 


Will retail this season at 
lowest Cash Wholesale 
prices their Celebrated 
perfect fitting 
SKA LSKIN 
Garments and Furs, 
Shoulder-Capes, Muffs, 
Caps, Gloves, Robes, etc. 
Write for prices and 
catalogue. Prompt at- 


tention to mailerders. Inspection invited. 
In writing please mention this paper. 


SALESMEN ett snc 


our ee sample to the wholesale 
a tassay adeanssd ter wages. obvertisiag, ots. For tal 
Money wages, v QD ,ete. or 
Centennial Mfg. Co., Chicago, Ill., or Cincinnatl, Q 


pom a 9 ng 


RIDGES 


0 


Its superior excellence proven in millions of homes 
for more than a quarter of a i It is used by 
the United States Government. Endorsed by the 
heads of the Great Universities as the Strongest, 
Purest, and most Healthful. Dr. Price’s Cream 
Baking Powder does not contain Ammonia, Lime, or 
Alum ld only in Cans. 


PRICE BAKING POWDER CO., 


RELIGION AND SCIENCE 
ALLIES 


Similarities of Scientific and 


Religious Knowledge. 
By JAMES THOMPSON BIXBY, Pu. D. 
Second Edition Just Ready, 


PRESS NOTICES ann INDIVIDUAL OPINIONS 


N. Y. Independent: The main argument 
of the book is both new and able; and is es- 
pecially important for religious men who de- 
sire to repel random scientific attacks. * * * 
The volume deserves careful reading, for it 
contains very valuable ideas, forcibly and yet 
temperately set forth. 

Christian Union: The best book published 
on the relations of Science and Religion, 

London Inquirer: A noble book. It is es- 
pecially valuable because it boldly enters the 
enemy’s camp and meets him on his own 
ground. * * * The argument as a whole 
is as sound as original, as philosophical as it 
is forcible, as complete as it is timely. 

From Dr. Noah Porter, Ex-President Yale 
College: I have used it in my classes with 
great satisfaction. 

New paper edition, 12mo., 226 pages, 30 
cents, postpaid. Cloth edition reduced to 50 
cents, postpaid. 


Any book advertised by us will be sent prepaid by mail 
or express on receipt of price. For $5.00 cash with 
order, we will send books to the amount of $5.00 at 
advertised prices,and Unity one year free; this offer 
applying both to renewals and new subscriptions. 

Address 


CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers. 
175 Dearborn Street, Chicago. 


GRATEFUL—COMFORTING, 


EPPS’S COCOA. 


BREAKFAST, 


‘** By a thorough knowledge of the natural laws which 
govern the operations of Ricostion and nutrition, and 
by acareful application of the fine properties of well- 
selected Cocoa, Mr. Epps has provided our breakfast 
tables with a delicately flavored beverage which may 
Save us many heavy doctors’ bills. It is by the judic- 
ious use of such articles of diet that a constitution may 
be venga built up until strong enough to resist every 
tendency to disease. Hundreds of subtle maladies are 
floating around us ready to attack wherever there is a 
weak point. We may escape many a fatal shaft by 
keeping ourselves well fortified with pure blood and a 
properly nourished frame.”’—Crvil Service Gazette. 
Made simply with boiling water or milk. Sold only in 
half-pound tins, by Grocers, labelled thus: 


JAMES EPPS & CO., Homeopathic Chemists, 


London, England, 


ON 30DAYS’ TRIAL 


yrecleSTON™ 


LASTIC TRUSS 
T Kr Has a Pad different from all 

2 J Rus S. \ ae others, is cup shape, with Self- 
7 adjusting Ballin center, adapts 

itself to all positions of the bod »while 
the ballin thecup presses back the 
intestines just as a person does 
withthe finger. With light pressure the Herniais held 
securely day and night, and a radical cure certain. Itis 
easy, durable and cheap. Sent by mail. Circulars free, 
ECGLESTON TRUSS CO., Chicago, Ill. 
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CHURCH LIGHT. 


Reflector Chandeliers 


4 840 STYLES or REFLECTORS, 
Complete Line of 
S Gas Machines, Lanterns, Ete. 
Street L 
a LLY gle 
BOSTON. PHILADELPHIA. 


Western Wheeler Reflector Co., 
195-197 Michigan St., Chicago, Ill, 


10, 


ENJOYED ALL WINTER 
invalids the aged and 
=e. wear —, won- 
BATTERIES. Worn — 

pS pairs pied by mail, Our book «A Plain 
H h”’ m NETIC’ Write ° 
CHICAGO MAGNETIC SHIELD CO, 

6 Central Music Hall Chicago, tll. 


WARM FEET 


fi er 


eee 


A STUDY. OF 


PRIMITIVE CHRISTIANITY. 


BY LEWIS G. JANES. 


Treats of the natural evolution of the Christian Religion, according 
to the historical method; applying the assured results of modern 
criticism to the question of the historical verity of Jesus, 
the investigation of his life and teaching, and the de- 
velopment of organized Christianity. 


EXTRACTS PROM PRESS NOTICES: 


“The work, it may be well to say at 
once, contains a remarkably clear and 
cogent argument; the author’s style is 
picturesque and lucid; the evidence dis- 
played of wide reading is not less re- 
markable than the traces of a perfectly 
candid and critical mind that meet us in 
every page. We do not remember to 
have met with a more exhaustive treat- 
ment of a very wide subject within so 
brief a compass. And we must not 
omit to say that the arrangement of the 
work throughout, admirably clear in 
spirit, is reproduced in the form in 
which the publisher has brought out the 
volume. It is a model of what such a 
book should be alike in matter and in 
form.”—“Light,” London. 


“Readers of Anowledge will find 
much to interest them in Mr . Janes’ ex- 
cellent, carefully thought out, and well- 
written treatise. * * The subject of 
the origin and progress of Christianity 
is very fully and fairly considered. Mr. 
Janes admits as genuine much more of 
the specifically historical matter in the 
Synoptical Gospels than we can for our 
part accept. But he gives his reasons 
and shows how he has weighed them; 
he does not mislead by dogmatic asser- 
tions.” —ProF. RicHARD A. Proctor, 
in Anowledge, (London, Eng). (One 
page with copious citations.) 


*“ Written in a spirit of singular can- 
dor and fairness. For the author, the 
days of mere belligerency are apparent- 
ly entirely past and gone, and he ap- 
proaches his subject without a trace of 
passion. * * * His, indeed, is a 
constructive rather than a destructive 
mind, and throughout it is apparent 
how dear to him is the preservation of 
everything fit to survive for the moral 
and spiritual uses of the world. The 
book embodies a very large amount of 


historical information, accompanied by 


the comments of a clear intellect and a 
sound heart. * * In churches, and 
among classes of thoughtful young 
people, his book would prove of in- 
valuable service, and would at once 
liberalize the intellect and strengthen 
the moral principles.”— Boston Herald. 


“This carefully written volume is of 
high value to the student of the rise of 
Christianity. * * Mr. Janes writes 
calmly, and has evidently taken somuch 
pains to arrive at a fair judgment, that 


he is_ entitled to be listened to respect- 


fully."—Hon. CHARLES BRADLAUGH, 
M. P., in National Reformer. (Lon- 
don, Eng). 


“A scholarly writing, marked for its 
conciseness and also for clearness of ex- 
pression, and its admirable method of 
grouping its facts. * * Itis a wise 
summing up, with wise conclusions 
from the premises. The book will be 
found of great value to the student of 
theology, and of almost equal interest 
to the cultivated readers among all 
classes.” — Chicago Inter- Ocean. 


“Learned and able.”—Cincinnati 
Times-Star. 


“Tt is written with clearness and can- 
dor.’"—New York Sun. 


“Its style is singularly clear and at- 
tractive.”"— Springfield Republican. 


*“ A thorough book, a just book, a 
practical book,— that is what Dr. Janes 
has given us. * * He hasshown re- 
markable discrimination in what he has 
brought into his three hundred pages, 
and in what he has left out. There is 
nothing cumbrous, superfluous, or half 
explained, while a good power of com- 
pression, good imagination, quick in- 
sight into correspondences and a firm 
and proportionate grasp of the subject 
as a whole, have made possible the in- 
troduction of a remarkably large num- 
ber of topics. * * We think of no 
other simple and popular work so well 
calculated to perform the service for 
which this is intended, and we trust it 
will have a large circulation.” — Unitar- 
tan Review. 


“Dr. Janes is evidently a thorough 
scholar, and one cannot fail to be im- 
pressed with the care, the honesty, the 
faithfulness, the impartiality, the love 
of truth, the conservatism exhibited 
throughout this admirable volume. 
* * ‘We commend the book, not only 
to Unitarians, but to all who are will- 
ing to trace, or to see traced in a mas- 
terly manner, the operation of natural 
causes, of race, politics, and social con- 
ditions generally, upon the rise and pro- 
gress of Christianity.",—Pofular Sci- 
ence Monthly. 


“ The temper and spirit of the book 
are so refined,so earnest and so fair to 
all opponents, that it must impress those 
who are impelled to disagree with its 
most prominent conclusions as a model 
of polite and generous controversial lit- 
erature.”—Brooklyn Union. 


‘© A valuable summary on a great sub- 
ject. * * Evidently Dr. Janes has 
studied long and carefully. What is 
more, he judges and reports with such 
balanced judgment that his word weighs 
whether it weighs for or against one’s 
own opinion.”—W. C. G. in Unity. 


«“ As regards its contents in general, 
it is sound, thorough, accurate, reliable.” 
— Religio-Philosophical Fournal. 


“ Calm, free from bias, intelligent, 
discriminating, just. * * Mr. Janes 
has, in our opinion, done his work of 
elucidation remarkably well. He has 
put us all under a deep debt to him by 
his admirable presentation in one small 
volume of the result of years of careful 
study.” — Zhe [ndex. 


“An exceedingly creditable ven- 
ture. * * The unpretentious and lucid 
simplicity of style, the fullness of in- 
formation, and the evident conscieno 
tiousness and painstaking for thorough- 
ness of exposition which is the special 
distinction of the »00k from the begin- 
ning to its close, * * entitle this 
work to high praise, and render it, for 
popular use, and especially for Sunday- 
school teaching of the liberal sort, one 
of the best manuals of its kind with 
which we are acquainted.”—— Christian 
Register. 


Cloth, crown octavo, gilt top, uncut edges, 319 pages. 
Price, $1.25, post-paid. . 


CHARLES H. KERR & CO., Publishers. 


175 DEARBORN 8T., - - = 


- o - CHICAGO, ILL. 


